UNWRAP THE STANDARDS AND BENCHMARKS-Unpack the components of the selected standards, benchmarks and content to determine what students should know and be able to do.
Grade:  2
Unit:  Yitro

Text:  Shemot: 19 (3-6, 8, 16-20, 21-23); 20:1-16
	STANDARD: 4  Students will view the TaNaKH as the formative narrative of the Jewish people – past, present and future

BENCHMARK:  2  Identifies main events of central Torah narratives


	Students will know
	Students will be able to do
	Content Material

	Narrative (Events)

	Retell the story in sequence 
Define main events

Identify main event in story

Sketch/illustrate event detailing beginning, middle and end

Explain meaning of main event/s

Apply event to your own life
	Text:

19:3-6 (God chooses Israel)

19:8 (Israel accepts)

19:16-20  (God appears to the community)

19:21-23 (God figures out how to communicate with the people)

20:1-16 (Ten Commandments)

Learning Activities:

Examine difference between commandments

	
	
	


	STANDARD: 4  Students will view the TaNaKH as the formative narrative of the Jewish people – past, present and future
BENCHMARK:  1  Identifies main characters of central Torah narratives


	Students will know
	Students will be able to do
	Content Material

	Characters

	Identify characters by name
Interpret character behaviors based on clues in text (explain why acted as they did)

Describe relationship between the characters

Illustrate character actions

Question characters’ choices

Judge the characters’ actions

Compare and contrast characters actions


	Text:
God

Moses

Israelites

Mountain

Questions:

Why does God decide to have the people at a distance?

How does God’s distance impact the power dynamic (and the laws that come next)?

How does Moses respond to God vs. the Israelites?

How does geography (where people are standing) impact the developing relationships?

Learning Activities

Compare and contrast Moses’ reactions to those of Israelites

Create interview questions for peer response

	
	
	


	STANDARD: 4  Students will view the TaNaKH as the formative narrative of the Jewish people – past, present and future

BENCHMARK:  3  Recognizes central themes of the Torah narratives


	Students will know
	Students will be able to do
	Content Material

	Theme

	Define theme

Recognize theme in the text
Explain significance of a particular theme in particular text
	Text:

Community 

- common experiences create community

 - rules create community 
Question:

Why is this experience (Sinai revelation) an important step in creating community?

Why is this event happening now – at this point of the journey?


DETERMINE BIG IDEAS AND ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
BIG IDEAS:  (Identify the important generalizations – what you want students to deeply understand and apply.  Brainstorm several, and narrow to a few that align best with the chosen content material.)

· Shared experiences create community
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  (Open-ended questions to focus students’ thinking and encourage students to engage with Big Ideas.)

· How do we build a holy community?
· What does it mean to be Jewish?
CREATE THE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT WITH ENGAGING SCENARIO

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT (Performance Assessment includes a spectrum of tasks designed for students to synthesize and consolidate what they learned. Students demonstrate “proficiency” in the skills, knowledge and big ideas of the unit.)
ENGAGING SCENARIO (Creates motivation or sets the scene for students to apply knowledge and skills to problem solving.)
You are an eyewitness reporter for the evening news.  Your mission is to travel back in time to watch the amazing experience of the Israelites at Mt. Sinai.  You will create a broadcast to describe and analyze this holy experience for the Jewish community.  

TASK 1:  MOUNT SINAI
You are at Mt. Sinai!  Report back about what is happening at the mountain.  Write an eyewitness report and take pictures to show exactly what you are seeing.  Be sure to describe the events you witness in the correct order that they happened
TASK 2:  BIBLICAL CHARACTERS

While you are at Mt. Sinai, interview Moshe and an Israelite.  Ask each person 3 questions to learn more about their experience of receiving the commandments.  

TASK 3:  BACK TO REALITY
Based on what you learned from Moshe and the Israelite, create a poster showing how the experience at Mt. Sinai impacts your life today.  On half of your poster, draw a picture of yourself and show how you follow the 10 commandments.  On the other half of the poster, draw a Jewish star to show how the Jewish community follows the 10 commandments.  

CREATE THE SCORING GUIDE- Criteria for what is mastery of the subject matter.

מתמחה Mastery
TASK 1: 

· I gave background information – summarized past events
· Slaves in Egypt
· Escaped slavery because of G-d, Moshe & Aharon 
· Traveled in the desert – difficult conditions – no food or water/manna 
· I included the main events of what happened at Mt. Sinai
· G-d chooses Israel
· Israel accepts
· G-d appears to the community
· G-d figures out how to communicate with the people
· Ten commandments  
· I told the story in the correct order 
· I included and named the characters
· G-d
· Moses
· Israelites 
· I included the setting
· Mt. Sinai in the desert 
· I identified the main event
· I drew a picture to show the setting, characters, and the main event that is taking place (receiving of the 10 commandments) 
TASK 2: 
· I wrote 3 interview questions for Moshe and for an Israelite

· I asked how they were different after this experience.

· I asked how the community was changed after this experience.

· I asked my own open-ended question
· I answered each question pretending I was Moshe and an Israelite
TASK 3: 
· I drew a picture of myself on half the poster

· I drew a Jewish star on the other half of the poster

· I listed 5 ways of how I follow the 10 commandments

· I listed 5 ways that the Jewish community follows the 10 commandments.  

