UNWRAP THE STANDARDS AND BENCHMARKS-Unpack the components of the selected standards, benchmarks and content to determine what students should know and be able to do.
               Texts: Biblical Texts on Sin and Repentance
	Standard 6: Students will develop an appreciation for [the sacredness of] Tanach [as the primary record of the meeting between God and the people of Israel and] as an essential text through which Jews continue to grapple with theological, spiritual and existential questions.
Benchmarks:

Benchmark 6.24: Uses the biblical text as a resource and springboard for the discussion of “issues of ultimate concern.” 

Benchmark 6.21: Applies the notion of teshuvah  kedushah in its various contexts to the human condition and to various contemporary situations. 

	Students will know
	Students will be able to do
	Content Material

	· What is meant by “human condition”
· Biblical views of sin

· The role of sin in defining the individual

· The relationship between free will, choice,  error, sin, guilt
· The corpus of Jewish texts offers many, sometimes competing or conflicting answers, to difficult questions

	· Identify texts that “speak to” or attempt to define the human condition
· Locate the “first sin” and justify their interpretation
· Suggest interpretations of the text and justify their interpretations with close reading 

· Discuss the existential implications of sin and non-compliance

· Discern the difference between free will, choice, error, sin, guilt

· Develop systems of interpretation of the text which are sophisticated and philosophical

	· Gen. 3 – Is there sin in the garden? Do they have free will lehatchilah?  Do they understand consequences?
· Is this the story of original sin?

· Gen. 4 – actual sin, consequences of your actions, the relationship between sin and punishment
· Gen. 6:5; 8:21 – inherent sin? Yetser harah?
· Ez. 18:23 – social sin

	· The role of rules or behavioral guidelines in preserving and repairing human relationships.
· Biblical views of teshuvah

	· Evaluate various sets of behavioral rules or expectations
· Distinguish different models of resolving conflict using biblical motifs and strategies

	· “Lo tochal” (Do not eat)
· “Im teitiv”  (if you will improve)

· Shevah mitzvoth bnei Noach

· Lev. 5

· Hoshea 14:2 – introduction of “shuvah” and replacing sacrifices with words
· Micah 7:18 – adding deeds

	· Difference between being guilty and feeling guilty

	
	· Cain and Abel (4:13) – Does he really realize he is guilty?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Standard  4: Students will view Tanach as the formative narrative of the Jewish people, past, present and future.

Benchmarks:

Benchmark: 4:21: Recognizes interweaving of biblical themes and passages throughout the siddur and other later Jewish, Israeli and Western literary texts.

Benchmark: 4.28: Compares the Torah’s theologies and philosophies to their development in later Jewish texts.

	Students will know
	Students will be able to do
	Content Material

	· The evolution of the concept of teshuvah within the Tanach
· The development of the concept of forgiveness

· The word “teshuvah” is rabbinic
	· Explain and evaluate differences between earlier and later approaches to teshuvah 
· Locate the concept of forgiveness in the Tanach

· Analyze the role of forgiveness in human relationships

· Trace the connection between sin-repentance-forgiveness within the context of the human condition

	· Gen. 4 – actual sin, consequences of your actions, the relationship between sin and punishment

· Gen. 6:5; 8:21 – inherent sin? Yetser harah? Plus Hoshea 14:2 become the seeds of rabbinic concepts of Yetser HaRah and Teshuvah

· Prophetic texts

	· The influence of themes from the Cain and Abel story in East of Eden

	· Apply biblical and philosophical concepts, distinction and nuances to a different situation
· Use Jewish values as a lens to shape their own ethical behavior and judgments

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


DETERMINE BIG IDEAS AND ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

BIG IDEAS: (Identify the important generalizations—what you want students to deeply understand and apply. Brainstorm several, and narrow to a few that align best with the chosen content material)

Enduring Understandings:

· Through the concept of teshuvah we learn that human sin is both individual (my sin is what separates me from you) and correctable.

· Freedom entails responsibility.

· Sin or error is an inevitable part of being human, whether or not it is an inherent part of the human condition.

· The concept and practice of teshuvah has evolved over time.

· The price of free will is pain.

· The model of teshuvah and forgiveness as the necessary remedies for human sin and error arises out of these covenantal structures and the notion of imitatio dei.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: (Open-ended questions to focus students’ thinking and encourage students to engage with Big Ideas.)

Essential Questions:

· What is the human condition?

· Is sin an inherent part of the human condition?  How is sin connected to human nature?  

· How might an individual respond to his/her own sin?

· What mechanisms are available to repair human relationships damaged by human error?

· What is the difference between guilt and feeling guilty?

· Do we have a moral duty to forgive?

CREATE THE PERFORMANCE FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT WITH ENGAGING SCENARIO

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT (Performance Assessment includes a spectrum of tasks designed for students to synthesize and consolidate what they learned. Students demonstrate “proficiency” in the skills, knowledge and big ideas of the unit.) 
ENGAGING SCENARIO (Creates motivation or sets the scene for students to apply knowledge and skills to problem solving.)
Write a position piece:    You are a rabbi in the mishnaic period and Yehuda haNasi has tasked you with making a presentation to the rabbis in Yavneh who are working on the Mishnah.  You need to analyze the stories of Gen. 3-4 in light of the other biblical texts in order to advise the leading rabbis how they might respond to these essential questions of our unit.  
Specifically address 2 of the points below: 

The origin of sin

The mechanisms available to respond to one’s sin

The relationship between sin and the human condition

The evolution of the concept of teshuvah

Expectations:

250-500 words maximum

As you craft your position, consider at least one alternative view and refute it. 

Be sure to support your points with references/quotes from the texts.

Be sure to reference the later biblical texts as well as the Torah texts.  

A superior position piece will:

· Explain and evaluate differences between earlier and later approaches to teshuvah 

· Trace the connection between sin-repentance-forgiveness within the context of the human condition

· Address the difference between free will, choice, error, sin, guilt

At our peril we ignore the influence of mitigating circumstances on people’s behavior.

