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	BLK #

	
	Unit:  : Genesis 4:1-16
Time Frame: 3 weeks

	Grade: 7
Teachers:  

	Schoolwide Themes:
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V
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V
HOW THINGS 

WORK: 
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TIME AND 

TIMELESSNESS

CHANGE,
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OURSELVES
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V
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ENVIRONMENT



	Overall Learning Expectations

	Standards and Benchmarks
	STANDARD 8: Students will develop a love of Torah study for own sake and embrace it as an inspiring resource, informing their values, moral commitments and ways of experiencing the world. 

Benchmarks: 8.15
Analyzes and evaluates the characters’ resolutions of their conflicts and moral dilemmas.

	Critical Thinking Question:
	Why do people sometimes make immoral decisions?


	Criteria :
	-Scale of willingness or lack thereof to accept responsibility

-Self vs. other 
-Emotion/blind faith vs. reason

-Fits definition of ‘immoral’

	
	Students will know:
	Students will be able to do:
	Content-specific items of 1st two columns:

	Unwrapping:
(At times, criteria will appear in the unwrapping)
	Narrative

    -Sequence of events

    -Characters

    -Locations


	Identify the sequence of events, context, characters and locations of the story 

	Sequence of Events: 

   -The birth of Cain and Hevel and naming them

   -The profession of each son

   -The Mincha - God’s reaction to the offerings

    -Cain’s reaction to God’s rejection

    -Cain’s reaction – murders his brother

Characters in the chapters

  -Adam, Hava, Cain, Hevel, God

Location – in a field

Missing words: ויאמר קין אל הבל אחיו ויהי בהיותם בשדה

	
	The characteristics of conflict

Types of conflicts (family, political)
	Identify characteristics of a conflict

    -two things going against each other

List 3-4 types of conflicts

	Family conflict
Elder vs younger rivalry

Preferred occupations

Reaction to rejection



	
	-Definition of moral dilemma

-Identify characteristics of a moral dilemma

- Examples of moral dilemmas in Bible and real life


	Define moral dilemma

          -internal debate in which you don’t know what to decide

        -based on person values

Cite examples of moral dilemmas from previous knowledge (Biblical or general knowledge)

 
	How should Cain have reacted?


	
	-The source of the conflict in the text

-The moral dilemma in the text


	-To articulate the motives for the conflict

-To identify the conflict in the text

-State and evaluate different points of views on the conflicts

-Identify the moral dilemma in the text

-Discover the resolution of the text
	-Conflict – fight between the brothers

-Moral dilemma 

      – Why God prefers one offering over the other – Cain feels rejected and jealous

    -Cain’s choice to take his brother’s life instead of resolving with words

	
	-To know that a resolution is proposed in the text and what the resolution is
	-Identify and explain the suggested solution to the conflict and moral dilemmas in the text
	-God’s response (motivational speech) to Cain feeling rejected

-Cain’s punishment

	
	-Alternative resolutions to conflicts in the text

	-Propose alternative resolutions to a conflict in the text based on personal experience.

	

	Lines of Inquiry:


	Essential Questions/ Big Ideas
	Big Ideas

*We are responsible for the choices we make

*Family conflicts are often intense 

*Sibling rivalry and jealousy exist in almost every family.

*We can apply resolutions to conflicts and moral dilemmas in the Torah to our own lives

*We can respond to disappointment in different ways


	Essential Questions

*Why do we sometimes avoid taking responsibility for our choices?

* Why do people sometimes make immoral decisions?
*How do feelings/emotions impact decision making?

*How do family dynamics and values lead to conflicts and resolutions?

*What is the best way to deal with disappointment? 



	Critical Thinking prompts
	Judge better or best                                Design to specs

Critique the piece                                    Decode the puzzle

Perform to specs                                     Rework the piece

	
	
	Engaging Scenario: You are heading an ethics committee investigating the actions of the characters in Genesis 4.



	Mini-Challenges
	Engaging Scenario and

Performance Assessment
	Task 1:  
Write the social worker’s report: what was family background to murder, how did they act, upbringing etc

Task 2: 

Write the psychiatrist’s report on Cain’s mental state and internal conflicts leading up to and after the murder.


	Task 1 Scoring guide
Task 2 Scoring guide

· My report included the following:

· - an appropriate reason from the text why Cain would have a motive to murder his brother.

·  - an interpretation of a quote from the text that sheds light on Cain’s mental state.
· I compared two quotes from the text that shed light on Cain’s process of reflection after the murder.


	Critical Challenge (task 3)
	Performance Assessment (culminative)
	Task 3: Present the closing statements of either the prosecutor or the defense lawyer’s presentation to the committee.  (Half the class will be assigned to be the prosecutor, and half the defence).  Students will write their presentations and then in pairs, present them to the class.

	Task 3 scoring guide

· I listed 4 facts raised accusing Cain or 4 facts defending Cain
· I evaluated the extent of Cain’s responsibility for his acts

· If the prosecutor, I suggested how Cain should have acted differently

· If the defense, I suggested how God should have acted differently

· I brought at least 3 appropriate proofs/quotes from the text to support your argument



	Lines of Inquiry /Mini
Challenges


	MC#1
	MC #2


	 MC #3


	 MC #4



	Lesson 

Challenges


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Lesson Plans 
	Section 1

Mini Challenge


	Benchmarks and Standards
	

	Lesson 1

Date:
	
	 

	Preview
	Orientation
	(Orientation should trigger, deepen, open up, etc EQs of the unit)


	Activity 

background info

-vocabulary
	Presentation of New Material

Direct Instruction
Construction of Knowledge
Text Study
	(Pay attention to the verbs that describe what you expect students to do; these verbs should reflect higher-order thinking of Bloom’s Taxonomy and the verbs in the unwrapping)


	Process 

-thinking strategies


	Checking for

Understanding
Guided Practice
	

	Evaluate 
	Closure

Independent 

Practice
	


Guided Reading

	General Focus
	Instructional Goals

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Thinking within the Text: Comprehension Goals 
Comprehension

Fluency

Accuracy

Extending vocabulary


	
	
	
	

	Thinking beyond the Text: Comprehension Goals (predicting, making connections)
(part of the culminating critical challenge)
	
	
	
	

	Thinking about the Text: Comprehension Goals


	
	
	
	

	Materials


	
	
	
	


Writing 

	General Focus
	Instructional Goals

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	 Level 3
	Level 4

	Word Study

Spelling, grammar, vocabulary goals, types of sentences
	
	
	
	

	Writing 

Genres and Forms
6 plus 1 Traits


	
	
	- 

	


Oral Communication
	General Focus
	Instructional Goals

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	 Level 3
	Level 4

	
	
	
	
	


Unit Vocabulary:
Learning Skills/Accommodations:  Choose one skill to focus on during the unit. 
____Responsibility The student:

• fulfills responsibilities and commitments within the learning environment;

• completes and submits class work, homework, and assignments according to agreed-upon timelines;

• takes responsibility for and manages own behaviour.

____Organization The student:

• devises and follows a plan and process for completing work and tasks;

• establishes priorities and manages time to complete tasks and achieve goals;

• identifies, gathers, evaluates, and uses information, technology, and resources to complete tasks.

-------Independent Work The student:

• independently monitors, assesses, and revises plans to complete tasks and meet goals;

• uses class time appropriately to complete tasks;

• follows instructions with minimal supervision.

____Collaboration The student:
• accepts various roles and an equitable share of work in a group;

• responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, and traditions of others;

• builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through personal and media-assisted interactions;

• works with others to resolve conflicts and build consensus to achieve

group goals;

• shares information, resources, and expertise and promotes critical thinking to solve problems and make decisions.

____Initiative The student:

• looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities for learning;

• demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a willingness to take risks;

• demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning;

• approaches new tasks with a positive attitude;

• recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self and others.

____Self-regulation The student:

• sets own individual goals and monitors progress towards achieving them;

• seeks clarification or assistance when needed;

• assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, needs, and interests;

• identifies learning opportunities, choices, and strategies to meet personal

needs and achieve goals;

• perseveres and makes an effort when responding to challenges.

Add any specific accommodations not included in the learning skills
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