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God and Holiness (Kedushah)

Students will explore rabbinic conceptions of God, holiness (kedushah) and
religious life. In doing so, they will grapple with eternal theological, existential
and spiritual questions, develop their capacity to engage in theological discourse,
and explore religious practices through which the rabbis connected to God.

Rabbinic literature presents a wide range of ideas about God, holiness, spirituality
and religious life. Rabbinic texts explore the nature of God and holiness
(kedushah). They describe the relationship between God and humanity as a
whole, and the uniqueness of God’s relationship to the Jewish people. They
present pathways to living a spiritually rich religious life and tell stories about
those who aspire to do so. They raise and attempt to answer existential questions
about the purpose of creation, the meaning of life, the nature of God, and the
path to fulfilling God’s vision for the world and humanity.

Through this standard, students will encounter rabbinic texts that, explicitly and
implicitly, discuss these ideas, and will build an understanding of the plurality of
perspectives that the rabbis offer. They will come to see the rabbinic endeavor as
an invaluable resource for their own grappling with spiritual and existential
concerns, both personal and communal.

Reading rabbinic literature through this lens will build students’ capacity to open
their theological imagination, to encounter, describe, and construct holiness in
their world, to engage in conversation about God and that which they understand
to be sacred, to cultivate their own relationships with God, to respond to eternal
theological, existential and spiritual questions; to build their capacity to sense and
experience holiness, and, to develop spiritual practices, rooted in Jewish tradition,
that will add meaning to their lives.
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What do the rabbis believe about God?

How do the rabbis articulate their beliefs?
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What challenges about belief in God do the rabbis raise?

What solutions/responses do they propose?
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How can rabbinic theology support the development of my own theology?

How do I respond to rabbinic theological ideas that do not conform to my own beliefs or to my understanding of how God

functions in the universe?
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How do the rabbis understand the relationship between God and humanity?
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How do rabbinic conceptions of covenant inform the way | understand my relationship with God?
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How do the rabbis describe encounters with kedushah?

How do the rabbis create sacred time and sacred space?

How do they envision the sacredness found in nature and in people?
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What religious practices connect us to God?
How do we balance our need to nurture our spiritual selves with other needs and responsibilities?

How do the rabbis envision a life of study (talmud torah), worship (avodah) and action (gemilut hasadim and mitzvot)?

How can | incorporate these practices into my life?
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Leadership Institute

Halakhic Development

Students will learn to trace the development of halakhic topics, analyze
considerations that inform halakhic decision-making, and develop an appreciation
for the importance of the practice and study of halakhah in Jewish life.

Jewish law is a window on Jewish history, religion and religious philosophy. Jewish law is a
treasure trove of information about all aspects of Jewish daily life throughout the ages in every
kind of circumstance - tranquility and persecution, prosperity and calamity, ascent and decline.
(Menachem Elon, Jewish Law: History, Sources, Principles, Volume I, p. xlvii)

Halakhah is a critical form of Jewish engagement with the world. More than just a
legal system, halakhah is a language Jews have used to craft an understanding of
how best to live according to God’s will. Like all languages, it is shaped by
tradition and characterized by continuity while also being dynamic and adapting
to changing circumstances. It possesses a grammar of its own that governs
expression and facilitates conversation. Halakhah allows for a wide range of
opinions and perspectives on Jewish practice. Throughout history, committed
communities and poskim (halakhic decisors) have engaged with the core texts of
our tradition to address the personal, communal, national and religious issues of
their day.

Successful implementation of this standard will result in learners who can speak
the language of halakhah. They will be familiar with major halakhic works and
thinkers that span the course of Jewish history. Students will be able to articulate
sophisticated understandings of the nature of rabbinic authority in Jewish law and
practice, the mechanisms and modes of halakhic decision-making, and the values
(which can sometimes be in tension with one another) that have driven the
development of Jewish law over time. They will participate in informed
conversations about halakhic development, acquire tools for assessing legal
decisions, and develop a deeper appreciation for how halakhah can inform and
enrich their lives.
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Halakhic Development

Standard: Students will learn to trace the development of halakhic topics, analyze considerations that inform halakhic
decision-making, and develop an appreciation for the importance of the practice and study of halakhah in Jewish life.

Preamble:

Jewish law is a window on Jewish history, religion and religious philosophy. Jewish law is a treasure trove of information about
all aspects of Jewish daily life throughout the ages in every kind of circumstance - tranquility and persecution, prosperity and
calamity, ascent and decline. (Menachem Elon, Jewish Law: History, Sources, Principles, Volume I, p. xlvii)

Halakhah is a critical form of Jewish engagement with the world. More than just a legal system, halakhah is a language Jews
have used to craft an understanding of how best to live according to God’s will. Like all languages, it is shaped by tradition and
characterized by continuity while also being dynamic and adapting to changing circumstances. It possesses a grammar of its
own that governs expression and facilitates conversation. Halakhah allows for a wide range of opinions and perspectives on
Jewish practice. Throughout history, committed communities and poskim (halakhic decisors) have engaged with the core texts
of our tradition to address the personal, communal, national and religious issues of their day.

Successful implementation of this standard will result in learners who can speak the language of halakhah. They will be familiar
with major halakhic works and thinkers that span the course of Jewish history. Students will be able to articulate sophisticated
understandings of the nature of rabbinic authority in Jewish law and practice, the mechanisms and modes of halakhic decision-
making, and the values (which can sometimes be in tension with one another) that have driven the development of Jewish law
over time. They will participate in informed conversations about halakhic development, acquire tools for assessing legal
decisions, and develop a deeper appreciation for how halakhah can inform and enrich their lives.
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Organizing Principles:
1. Major works and periods: What are the unique features of major halakhic works?
Students will develop a familiarity with major texts of halakhic literature: their time, place, historical context, and

authors (when relevant); their genres (e.g. Codes vs. Responsa; Midrash Halakhah vs. Mishnah); and the relationships
between them (e.g. Shulhan Arukh’s relationship to the Rif, Rambam, and Tur).

2. Tracing halakhic topics: How do I follow the development of a halakhic idea or ruling over time?
Students will develop the ability to follow a halakhic topic beginning at any point on the halakhic trajectory and trace it

forward and/or backward through the sources.

3. Considerations that inform halakhic decision making: How do the rabbis and later poskim interpret sources to derive
Jewish law? What principles guide the work of the rabbis and later poskim in interpreting Jewish law?
Poskim throughout the ages have used a variety of tools to guide their work of interpreting sources and deciding Jewish

law. They often manage apparent contradictions between biblical and rabbinic sources, and issue rulings for situations
that previous sources do not address. Students will encounter many considerations that are at play in making halakhic
decisions such as procedural (e.g. yachid ve’rabim, hilkheta kevatrai) and interpretive (e.g. kal va-homer, ein li ela, ribui
and miut) rules as well as the values, considerations of social context and issues of authority that guide halakhic
interpretation.

4. Understanding and relating to rabbinic authority: How did the rabbis understand and explain the source and scope
of their authority? How do we, as individuals and communities, situate ourselves and our practices in relation to the
halakhic conversation?

Students will explore the scope of authority as the rabbis understood it and consider the implications of these
understandings for today. Through an exploration of rabbinic texts that address issues of authority and pluralism,
students are invited to consider the system of halakhah as a whole rather than through its component parts as in the
preceding Organizing Principles.
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Benchmarks

Organizing Principle #1: Major works and periods

What are the unique features of major halakhic works?

Theme K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12
Pre-Text Beginning Intermediate Advanced
Key Works of HD.10a Recognizes key HD.10b Categorizes HD.10c Sorts major

Halakhic Literature

works of halakhah as
sources of Jewish laws
and practices.

Examples: Mishnah,
Gemara, Mishneh Torah,
Shulhan Arukh.

major works of
rabbinic literature by
genre.

Examples: Halakhah
vs. Aggadah, Codes
vs. Responsa vs.
Commentary, etc.

works of rabbinic
literature into
chronological
sequence.

Examples: Midrash,
Mishnah, Talmudim
(Eretz Yisrael and
Bavel)

Genre

HD.11a Differentiates
between practices, laws,
and narratives found in
Torah from those found
in rabbinic literature.

Examples: 1777 vs.
Abraham and idols;
resting on Shabbat vs.
saying kiddush and
lighting candles

HD.11b
Distinguishes
between aggadah
and halakhah in a
piece of rabbinic
literature.

HD.11c Explains the
role of a ma’aseh in
a mishnah as
illustrating and
clarifying a halakhah.

HD.11d Explains
different ways that
major halakhic
works are organized,
and the significance
of those differences.

Examples: Mishneh
Torah vs.
Tur/Shulhan Arukh;
Rif vs. Codes
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HD.11e Distinguishes
between a biblical
and rabbinic
interpretation of a
biblical verse.

Examples: kid goat
in mother’s milk vs.
milk and meat

HD.11f Identifies
relationship of a
commentary to its
base text.

Examples: explaining
vs. challenging vs.
giving the sources

HD.11g Compares select
broad approaches to
p’sak halakhah.

Examples: Shulhan
Arukh’s “best two out of
three,” Rama’s regard for
minhag) Sepharad vs.
Ashkenaz - different
methodologies, attitudes
towards codes, attitudes
towards practice vs. text,
weight of different
authorities, etc.

HD.12a Retells
stories about key
figures found in
rabbinic texts.

Examples: Hillel on
the roof, Rabbi
Akiva’s humble
beginnings, Rabbi
Shimon bar Yohai in
the cave

HD.12b Contrasts
key rabbinic figures
in meaningful ways.

Examples: Hillel and
Shammai; Note: the
goal is to begin
learning to abstract
an approach from a
personality

HD.12c Matches
major works of
rabbinic literature
with the appropriate
class of rabbis.

Examples: tannaim,
amoraim, rishonim

HD.12d Names the
authors of major
works of halakhic
literature.

Examples:

nwn Ny |IN21v
DIV NVIIR NN,
etc.
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Organizing Principle #2: Tracing halakhic topics

How do | follow the development of a halakhic idea or ruling over time?

Navigating Mishnah

mishnah in a given
masekhet by mar’eh
makom (perek and
mishnah).

mishnah from a full set of
the Mishnah when given
a mar’eh makom.

Examples: masekhet,
perek and mishnah

Theme K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12
Pre-Text Beginning Intermediate Advanced
Locating & HD.20a Locates a HD.20b Locates a HD.20c Distinguishes

between tannaitic
and amoraic
statements on a
page of Talmud.

Locating &
Navigating Gemara

HD.21a Locates a page of
printed Talmud by
mar’eh makom
mentioned in another
source.

Examples: masekhet, daf
and amud

HD.21b Uses the v

AR NN ,NIXA 11 DAY
n%wn, and 0”win N1Ion
on a page of Talmud to
identify related material
in Tanakh, other sugyot
and codes.

Locating &
Navigating Halakhic
Works

HD.22a Locates a section
of Mishneh Torah by
mar’eh makom.

Examples: hilkhot X,
perek, halakhah

HD.22b Locates a section
of Shulhan Arukh by
mar’eh makom.

Examples: volume,
siman, se’if

HD.22c Locates a section
of Arukh Hashulhan and
Mishnah Berurah by
mar’eh makom.

Examples: volume,
siman, se’if, or siman,
se’if, se’if katan
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HD.23a
Matches/Connects/
Names basic themes and
subject matter to each of
the six orders of the
Mishnah.

HD.23b Names basic
themes and subject
matter connected to
each of the six orders of
the Mishnah.

HD.23c Selects the
proper masekhet when
exploring a particular
halakhic question.

HD.24a Knows which
subsections are located
in each sefer of Rambam.
Examples: ni?ann

,NIN'2 NID'N ,NINION
nYITH ,NL'NY

HD.24b Given a broad
topic to locate can find it
in Shulhan Arukh and/or
Mishneh Torah.
Examples: Hilkhot
Aveilut

HD.25a Defines key
halakhic terminology.

Examples: ,rTna
,A''N ;1NN L% ;T
TAV'TA,N2'NNAY 1109,

HD.25b Applies halakhic
terminology to new
situations/scenarios.

Examples: Which opinion
in 2:1 0220 Nawn is most
'nnn?

HD.26a Explains a
particular halakhic
concept.

Examples: pikuah
nefesh, sha’at had’hak,
kevod ha’briyot, kavod
hatzibbur, mitzvot aseh
she’hazman gramah

HD.26b Explains a
halakhic concept used as
a justification for
changing or adapting a
law in a specific scenario.

Examples: Hearing aids
on Shabbat (Tzitz Eliezer
6:6:3)

HD.26¢ Traces the
changing application of a
particular halakhic
concept over time.

Examples: see Rabbi Dov
Linzer on “omer mutar”
article
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HD.27a Explains that
Chazal often elaborates
details of laws written in
the Torah.

Examples: melachot
shabbat, sukkah, Pesach
seder, AWN NIQID]

HD.27b Compares
biblical laws on a given
topic to rabbinic laws on
that same topic.

Examples: hashavat
aveidah, kashrut,
minimum/maximum
heights of a sukkah

HD.27c Compares a
section of Talmud to its
conclusion in the
Mishneh Torah.

HD.27d Compares a
section of Talmud to its
conclusion in later
halakhic sources.

Examples: Shulhan
Arukh, Responsa
Literature

HD.28a Describes how a
specific Jewish practice
has changed from the
Bible to the Mishnah.

Examples: Arba minim -
waving around the altar

HD.28b Examines how a
specific Jewish practice
changed from the Bible
through the Gemara
using textual citations.

Examples: Announcing
Rosh Hodesh and fixing

HD.28c Traces the
development of a law
from the Humash,
through a Talmudic
sugya, through Rishonim
and Codes, including
Rambam, Shulhan Arukh,
Mishnah Berurah,

in beit hamikdash to the start dates of the contemporary teshuvot.
practice in synagogues holidays

today, Pri Etz Hadar M

Sukkah 3:4
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Organizing Principle #3: Considerations that inform halakhic decision making

How do the rabbis and later poskim interpret sources to derive Jewish law?

What principles guide the work of the rabbis and later poskim in interpreting Jewish law?

Theme

K-2
Pre-Text

3-5
Beginning

6-8
Intermediate

9-12
Advanced

Sources and
Categories of Law

HD.30a Identifies
whether a particular law
appears in the Torah or
only in rabbinic texts.

Note: this is different
from d’oraita versus
d'rabbanan; i.e. the
prohibition to write on
Shabbat does not appear
in the Torah, but is
considered d’oraita

HD.30b Explains the
halakhic significance of
whether a law is
categorized as d’oraita or
d’rabbanan.

Examples: pat akum and
the takkanot mipnei
tikkun olam in the 4th
and 5th perek of Gittin

HD.30b Distinguishes
between halakhah (a
practice stemming from
Torah or rabbis) and
minhag (a practice
stemming from popular
custom).

Procedural
Considerations/
Mechanisms of P’sak
(Authority)

HD.31a Describes
different ways that rules
are made.

HD.31b Compares the
authority various halakhic
decisors give to particular
sources.

Examples: Bavli vs.
Yerushalmi, Tosefta;
weight of Shulhan Arukh,
Rambam.

HD.31c Describes the
authority that various
communities placed on
different sources.

Examples: Ashkenaz,
Sefard, Yemenite in
terms of weight of
certain sources (e.g.,
Rambam); some
Rishonim/Achronim
weigh more than others.

HD.31d Examines
procedures and
mechanisms of halakhic
decision making in
primary halakhic and
talmudic texts.

Examples: yachid
ve’rabim, hilcheta
kevatrai
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HD.32a Explains the
interpretive rules at play
in a particular halakhic
decision.

Examples: kal va-homer,
ein li ela, ribui and miut

HD.32b Describes an
example of a biblical
verse used as a legal
source based on a non-
p’shat reading of that
verse.

Examples: Meat and
milk “lo tevashel gedi
b’halev imo”

HD.33a Explains how
individual poskim handle
contradictions between
the textual tradition and
lived practice/social
customs.

Examples:
[2 M 'R N2N
11,00 0'N'] ' DX
702N Anan 0N D'N
nm

HD.33b Identifies the
impact of the
social/cultural/historical
context of a problem that
the rabbis are addressing.

Examples:

Changes in the way the
category of wan is
viewed; halakhot on
pidyon shvuyim, chalav
Yisrael or chalav stam
taking modern FDA
regulations into account

DRAFT DOCUMENT NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

27




HD.34a ldentifies
rabbinic values used in
halakhic decision making
in a rabbinic text.

Examples: kavod
ha’briyot, lo ta’amod al
dam re’echah, mipnei
darkei shalom, mipnei
tikkun olam, hefsed
merubeh

HD.34b Analyzes a
teshuvah to explain the
communal values
supporting the rabbinic
response.

Examples: communal
considerations like v'chai
bahem, ein gozrin
gezeirah elah im kein rov
hatzibbur yachol
la’amod, puk chazi

HD.34c Predicts the value
considerations that will
be used in a response to
a particular halakhic
question.

HD.35a Formulates
exceptions to rules.

HD.35b Describes
tensions between
competing values that
guide halakhic decision
making.

Examples: diversity vs.
unity; creativity/
flexibility vs.
tradition/stability;
communal vs. individual
interests; mimetic vs.
text-based

HD.35c Uses
understanding of
halakhic methods and
approaches to challenge
or defend a halakhic
ruling.

HD.35d Formulates a
halakhic decision to a real
or imagined scenario
using halakhic
methodology.

Examples: communal
interests vs. individual
interests”
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Organizing Principle #4: Understanding and relating to Rabbinic Authority
How did the rabbis understand and explain the source and scope of their authority?

How do we, as individuals and communities, situate ourselves and our practices in relation to the halakhic conversation?

Theme K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12
Pre-Text Beginning Intermediate Advanced
Who/what are HD.40a Identifies people | HD.40b Identifies HD.40c Contrasts HD.40d Contrasts
rabbis? to whom they turn for important characteristics | different ways in rabbinic leadership with
help with problem- of problem-solvers. which leaders attain previous forms of Jewish
solving. their role or status. leadership.
Examples: teachers, Examples: listening, Examples: heredity, Examples: priestly,
doctors, etc. asking questions, being knowledge, charisma, prophetic, royal, origins
fair, etc. judgment, etc. of term “rabbi”
Authority HD.41a Explains the HD.41b Explains HD.41c Contrasts HD.41d Compares

purpose of rules in our
lives.

Examples: Jewish and

secular rules like rules for
“morning meeting”, laws
about crossing the street

halakhic decision
making as the rabbis’
attempt to
understand and
implement God’s will.

different approaches to
rabbinic authority.

Examples: Arukh

HaShulhan & Tosafot vs.

Mishnah Berurah;
Orthodox, Conservative
and Reform

halakhic decision-making
with decision-making in
other legal frameworks.

DRAFT DOCUMENT NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION

29



HD.42a Retells a
rabbinic story about
authority and its
limits found in
rabbinic texts.

Examples: Rabban
Gamliel and Rabbi
Yehoshua, Moshe in
Rabbi Akiva’s beit
midrash, etc.

HD.42b Extracts general
principles from core
aggadot that present
central ideas about the
origins and scope of
rabbinic authority.

Examples: Moshe in R.
Akiva’s beit midrash;
tanur shel Akhnai)

HD.42c Analyzes primary
rabbinic texts to discuss
rabbinic views of the
origins and scope of
Rabbinic authority.

Examples: bracha ner
Hanukkah ( Shabbat
21b); 7710N NY”
(Shabbat 23a);

”q'aN 101N 1A vnw”
(Pesachim 50b)

HD.42d Critiques and
defends the power of
rabbinic authority.

Examples: the idea,
found in Rashi, that X%
710N applies even if
rabbis insist right is left
and left is right)

HD.43a Identifies areas
in which different
communities have
divergent practices.

Examples: Sepharad and
Ashkenaz

HD.43b Contrasts
Pharisees with
Sadducees, and/or
Rabbinites with Karaites,
based on primary texts.

HD.44a Discusses the
personal importance of
halakhah in student's
own life.

Examples: significance of
idea of divine law in
human hands; halakhic
development over time

HD.44b Defends or
critiques the centrality of
practice and study of
halakhah in Jewish life.

Examples:
2172 ,0712 TA12 NN TInoni
nwun "7 NN TIN9N

HD.44c Compares the
role of halakhah in
Judaism to the role of
practice in other
religions.
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HD.45a Describes the
advantages and
disadvantages of
preserving multiple
opinions.

HD.45b Evaluates the
importance and
challenge of working to
maintain continuity with
an ancient/timeless
system of practice.

HD.45c Articulates the
qualities of a good posek.

Examples: How does
one balance boldness
and caution? How
important is external
scientific knowledge?,
etc.
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William Davidson Graduate School of Jewish Education ib
. . ’
Legacy Heritage Instructional gg', JTS

Leadership Institute

Jewish Identity and Practice

Students will develop a rich and nuanced understanding of themselves as Jews
and shape their commitments to Jewish practice through a deep engagement
with rabbinic teachings and texts.

We aspire for Jewish learning to be transformative, to shape both personality and behavior,
who we are and what we do. As the rabbis said, nwun 17 N'ann TIM%n 21, “Most important is
study, which leads to action” (TB Kiddushin 30b). Our actions help to fashion our identity, that,
is how we think about who we are in the world. To put it in other words, running makes me a
runner, singing makes me a singer, engaging in Jewish practice makes me Jewish. As Sefer
Hahinukh says, I'ni71u9 191 291 DTN 72, “A person is formed by his/her actions.” Living an
examined life requires constantly looking at the relationship between who we say we are, and
what it is that we do. The relationship works in both directions: identity influences practice, and
habitual practice influences our identity.

This standard offers students the opportunity to develop a deep understanding of what it
means to be Jewish and to cultivate reflective Jewish practice. The title of this standard
intentionally includes the word identity. By “identity,” we mean self-understanding—the
holistic way we see ourselves. By “practice,” we mean a broad collection of behaviors, including
family customs and traditions, mitzvot, and general engagement with the broader Jewish
community. Studying rabbinic literature through this standard builds a deep understanding of
Jewish practice, enriches personal growth, and fosters a commitment to engaged Jewish living.
Students will study the origins and development of Jewish ritual and interpersonal practices
and discern the ways rabbinic literature can inform a developing self understanding as students
develop a sense of who they are and who they want to be.

Through the lens of this standard, students will closely examine Jewish practices that fall into
two main categories - bein adam I’'makom and bein adam I’havero. We use Jewish ritual
practices to mean those practices that fall into the category of mitzvot bein adam I’'makom,
those practices we use to connect us to God and Judaism as a religion. Interpersonal practices
are those that fall into the category of mitzvot bein adam I’'havero. Those practices that guide
our behavior and direct the way human beings relate one to the other. We have chosen the
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term “interpersonal” as opposed to “ethical” to stay true to the rabbinic category of mitzvot
bein adam I’havero. One could make the argument that one goal of the establishment of the
ritual and interpersonal practices was to infuse Jewish life with ethics. Each generation will
develop its own understandings of ethical, and if we take seriously that the rabbis were working
to build a model ethical society, it is incumbent on each generation to understand the ethical
lessons behind the ritual and interpersonal commandments.

Identity formation requires both introspection and encounters with external ideas, texts, and
practices. Students will develop the knowledge, skills and dispositions necessary to draw from
Jewish principles found in rabbinic literature, as they make decisions about how and when to
act in this world based on a reflective study of rabbinic texts. The Identity and Practice
standard focuses on the individual student, while also being mindful of the communal aspect of
Jewish study: the encounter with rabbinic texts will influence their sense of connection to their
community, and help them to build and contribute to vibrant Jewish communities.

DRAFT DOCUMENT NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION



Jewish Identity and Practice

Standard: *3u v3e AJoo A 0}% &] Z VvV Vu V MV E+3 v JVP }( 83Z us 0A ¢ o : Ae v *Z %
% E S] SZE}uPZ % VP P uvs AJ3Z E ]Jv] § Z]JvPe v § AESeX

Preamble:

t «%]E (}E&E : Al*Z o EvV]vP §} SE Vve(}EU S]A U 8} «Z % }3Z % Ee}v 0]8C v Z A]
E ]+ ] Ue,xs ldlp ‘Ibse dgsp, pgdc U ~D}*8 Ju%}ES v3 ]* +3u CU AZ] Z o =« 3} 3&]}v_
( *Z]}v }JuE ] v3]83CU 8Z 38U ]+ Z}A A §zZ]vl }us Az} A & ]Jv 8Z A}Eo X d} %ps 13 ]v
*]JVP]JVP u |l « u *]JVP EU VP P]JVP Jv : A]eZ %/ E( EZ]vwiIZ<CuU :ghJggxx{ 1{o px{v qd’ poU

]* (}&Eu C Z]*lz & §]}veX_ >]A]JvP v A& u]v o0]( & <u]J]E « }ved v30C 0}}I]JvP § §Z

v AZ 5§18 ]« 38Z 38 A }X dZ & o0 38]}veZ]% A}EIls Jv }3Z ]E &§]}veW ] v3]3C Jv(op v =+ %
] v§]SCX

dZ]e *3 v E }(( Ee *Su vEe 3Z }%%}ESUV]SC 3} A 0}% % UV E+3 v JvP }( AZ § 18
E (0 S]A : Al*Z % E 8] X dzZ 3]%0 }(8Z]s v & ]Jvs v3]}v ooC Jvopu «3Z A}YE ] v
HV E+3 v JVPVvEZ Z}o]*8] A C A +« }JuEe* 0A +X C "% E 3] U_A u v E} }oo 3]}v
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ofu l}u v v uo[Z A E}IX t pe : AleZ E]JSH 0 % E 8] * 3} u v 8Z}e % E 8] « §Z

uofu l}uU §Z}e % E 3] « A pe 3} }vv 8§ pe 38} '} v :u Jeu o E 0]P]J}vX /vE E% C
Jvs} §Z § PYEC }( u]3iA}s v uof[Z A E}X dZ}e % E 3] +3Z 3§ Pu] IuE Z A]l}E
}Jv 8} 8Z }8Z EX t Z A Z}e v 3Z & Eu "]vE E% Ee}v 0_ * }%%}e S} N SZ] o_ 8} 8

v uof[Z AE}X Kv }po ul 8Z EPpu vs 8Z 38 }v P} o }(8Z 5 o0]*Zuvs }( 382 &
§} Jv(pe : AlezZ o]( A]8Z 8Z] X Z Pv E 3]}v Aloo A 0}% ]38 YAv pv E+3 v JvPe« }(
E ]+ AE A}EI]vP &} pu]lo u} o 8Z] o0 <} ]138CU 18 ]* ]Jv pu vs }v Z Pv E S3]}v &} u
§Z E]Spu o v ]JvS (E% Ee+}v 0 }uu v u vsSeX

€N¢

/| v3]3C (JEuU 8]}v E <pu]E + }3Z JvEE}*% 3]}v v Vv }uvs E- A]§Z £S5 Ev o] +U3s £S
IVIAo P U «l]Joos Vv Je%}*]8]}ve v e EC 3} E A (E}u : AleZ % E]V 1% 0 * (}pv Jv E ]

Jus ZYA v AZ v 8} 8 ]v §Z]e A}Eo e }Jv & (0 3]JA *Spu C}(E ]Jv] 8§ AES+X dz |/
§Z ]Jv ]JA] p o *3p v3U AZ]Jo o<} JvP u]v (po }( 83Z Juupv o <% 35 }( : AleZ 5pu CW §Z
Jv(op v 8Z ]JE& « ve }( }vv S]}v 8§} SZ ]E }uupv]SCU v Z 0% SZ u 8§} pnlJo v }vSE] M

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ /~dZ/ hd/KE 33



Organizing Principles:
Encountering and analyzing rabbinic texts, teachings and practices: tZ 5 E : A]+Z E]5u 0l %]E]Su 0o ~ ]v u
v Jvs E% Ee+}v o ~ v UuofZ A E}e %E 3] M ,JA } o v FE%O0}E 3]}v }( 8Z 1E
% VvV }HE pv Ee+S v J[VP }( SZ ¢« % E S] M
HE]JVP §8Z <ri v U «3u vse AJoo pu]jo A} po EC E}pv : AleZ ]Jvd E% E-+}v 0 V
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Building personal connections with Jewish practices: ,} A } ¢« §7Z % E(}Eu v }( % E &§] U }3Z |vs E %
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Benchmarks
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JP12a E u » : A JIP.12b Apuu E]l o [ JIP12c h§]o]l « & JIP12d Ju% E o u}
E]SH 0 vV % E |SE ° W]]JvPlpE < | Bu&ESIe 8} A %0 JV}%]v]}ve }lvv § | S} §Z
%o % E}% E] & & |t |EX}RECXE E|Su% HwEF ud] X E]3pu% ®EES] v X }(
% ES] po E E]3U 0 % E
(yuv AJISZ]v E |lv]
§ ESIeX
Examples: o]( C o U
Z}o] Q®U 2%5(]Joo| Z Examples: 15 ,]Joo 0 v
15 *"Z uu ] o]PZS8]VvP }v
, vull 2 ~d ~Z S
1T «U E ]S]JVvP <Z u
*]33]VvP AeX ¢35 v |]VP
~D]eZv E 1Z}S|iWie
JIP.13a A"Z E JIP.13b  » E] ¢ JIP.13¢c /E %00 ] JIP.13d A %0} E -
}vv 8]}v 8A v| }vv §]}v SA v|3Z u e }(: Al*Z 2} WCe }( : Al*Z Z}o] C-
% ES] po E E)SuG® dPPIEISY © 3+ |}E& @CE]Gu & v Z | AJ§Z ]Jv E «]vP |3 ]JoU
}io§ v S§Z u }(v 8Z SZ u «}( | *}uE - *}% Z]1+8] S1ivU |v
Z}lo] CX % ES] po & Z}o] CX &E (E&v 38} (ppOo C& VP
E Jv] § £3-X
Examples\VZ 0 S]}veZ|%sarhpless D Zo}l §
*Z}( €& 8} SZ u e }(@E}DZe Z S "pll ZExamples: Z  ]v]
, *Z Vv ZU & o 3]JveZli%B AZ >DIES u Zo}l §us Az s &
Z vpll] %] EspulJu v3]}v Jv 8Z A E2 «ZA E}+Z A -
vlie_ }v , vpll ZX |A Evv]ZIA}YH o ZS|%EZ._
eull}S u u <z o Z E WE o} o
SA} 1(( & v§
uv E+S v JvPe }( 8Z
Uuit}@® u e« ® PQo|S
«3Z EX

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ

/I"dzZ/ hd/KE

36



JIP.14a W ES] 1% JIP.14b W E(}E U JIP.14c W E (] JIp.14ad W E}A]
Ju%}Vv V3 % ESe }(]JoCACA |10C Vv |Gv E0G]VPOC }Ju%upsS&Ep S]}v v & 3]}v o
A 1oC v C EoCEEM0% E 5] {XE]SH 0 %E 3] {XE P E JvP §Z
% E §] X % E(}EU v }(
% ES] po E E]JSH 0 %o E 3
Examples: (E  Z}SE [ Bxamples: E 2WS E |JRamples: € Z}SW | Examples: d}E Z « EA] W
Z ulsi](JE  3]VIP %% E}%EE]|Z3D GEo |vP 3Z]|@Elod | AZ E 38} 8 v (JE v
OHV ZeUZ E4r§ESe| (}} Xd (Jow ZZ v , u 1}vXd (Jow Z} ¢ 0]C ZU Z}A 8} B u}A §Z
(}} JE JvP 3} AZ §3]vPZ5dU U}A u vs pHE]VP 3A}E Z (E}EXZ
v § v 3}P 37 PESUZ E- 31]8113U| W & AZ v v AZE SuEv]vP 8} }v|[s ¢« 38X
d (Joo- 3A E]JVP |[CG ¢MEAZ]*%EEZ{C}H S v HE]VP| 3 (Joo}sX
NZ u MZ 3 *Z uU I]ee « 5118118 HE]VP
~Z o0 | § VUIE}S=Z| SZ]E % E " PE % X
l uJ&}3U Z A o %
JIP15a E u » : A JIP.15b o (E] JIP.15¢  /E %o ( Jpasd / vs](] ¢ }
]JvS E% E*}v 0 B @E0SF *]vs E% Eiyv@® <]JvPOoC }tu%ng 35 E]- $A
(Juv Jv % E-}v 0 BWJE 5] (Juv Jv| &S W Ee}v 0 B Bu%Bo] S§vP JvE E% E-+}v O
Me]VP %0 %0 E} % E[]SSAESU U%O0}CIVRIEVP ]¥]AESU 0 *UW%%B ES] (E}u v
§ Eu]v}o}PCX § BEue V %Z@E ¢|*® ]Jv] ¢}pE X E ]Jv] <}uE X
JIP.16a Apuu | «3Z | JIP.16b }vv ¢ JIP.l6c v oCl » Q] |JP.16d ACVvEZ -
Z AJ}E- }E JvE| EWs ERVE»}V 0 %p o %IEP Z « 3} upoS]%o & Jv]| § ASe §]
% E S] * SZ S %QpuUUE Jw SZ ]oCl YA €% E-}v o u|]SIA G0 e E]%S]1Iv }(
E ]v] *3}ECX | «3p vSe ~]v JA] g oU E Jv] %% E} |Z « §}
(ulJoC }E& }uupv|]B@mpEd: WE}% ESGU *S]ive }( ]vSs B% E-<}v o
§Z}e (}uVv ]V *%| HJPZS*U 0}S ]S |{u®Jo S]}veZ]%X
§ £ (E}u Z ]Jylevsp'lgg,llec
0] & SUE X Uglli Ipxb ex~U | Examples: (E ]V]
v [AGEJuU %% E} Z » 8} ¢ /En 0]3CU
% ClvP A}EI| @« |}ws[wu e 3Z] «U A}EI E-]
*ZU]E § < A} Z|AEFPZ35X

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ

/I"dzZ/ hd/KE

37



JIP.17a E%O0}E ¢ | JIP.17b [e3]vPup JIP17¢ Ju%o E o JIP17d e E]
§Z 8§ "u]8lA}3_ E SMA]VZ% E 3] < SPVSE +3+ §Z SIRIEBR]e]}(v }( 8Z
Juu v u v8e o }E]JP]v § (E}lu Z ulvk Pv Z o 1Z ZX]J(( E Vv <+ ]Jv §8Z | E ]v]
} %0 %0} S} "P}} | § AEU v §Z}e |SZ § S PYE] r}E ]85
}E]P]v § Jv §Z d}E& zX v rE v }w
: AleZ % & 3] X
JIP.17e >] ¢S %o JPA7f 0 se](] * u |JP.17g v OCI JIP.17h %0 %00] * G
c AleZ % E 3] - }JE JvP 8§} ¢ 0 S }VS U%}E EC *]JSUSSBVE]} s S} <u 48]1}ve }(
E Jv] & P}E]|*X3 Eulv 3Z & |]¥l8 U%}E EC %E 5]
S P}YE] ¢« 8§ %0 |CX
Examples: ¢ Zlo} § ¢ ZU
]v u
o[u l}ulo[ Z A E}
JIP.18a M 0 Se §Z JIP.18b /v ( Ee §Z JIP.18c WE} %o} * | JIP.18d WE}IA] ¢ ]
Jvv 8 3} % ESLpo E]v % ESJAONEs 3Z 5 u C Hvv@GP]e }(5Z }v Eve
% E S] X %% E $] UJE E| W &EPAESE E Jv] v Aop s E ] |V
IusS % E 3] X Y% Jv]}Ive (}puv Jv| G A¥] § £S }uSs
}us  EJ]SpH o0 JE % E 8] U ¢ ulko}v
]JvE E% E+}v 0 B BVEUXIE EC
Examples V¥ JAJVP ]v ]Jvd E% E& S S]}vel}( SZ §

Aull Z (JE « A v
E (o 8« 3Z A oy
PE § (HOo (}E o0¢
ZAUIE $Z Ju%
}oo 3]A u u}E(
§§ Z]JvP }uCE
K% E] v 38} 57
v] v /«E o0]S -

L e

o}CEé \Y
U JE
EE vs o]A

Av E]vP ]Jv §Z

~

Co S /CEéx
PO 1vP

SZ s Clp
}H(

§ (82

« ESX

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ

/I"dzZ/ hd/KE

38



JIP.19a E}3] JIP.19b

E]Su oX

(Ol VR %o PS X(}E * %o \
0 e*]JVvPe (}&E <Z| v 1]

Exaliple@E ] (( E v3§

v N %Z E ]
Juupv]s] X

JIP.19d d GE i

E SA 09 %FHI v3 }(

%30EEE] po E ]JvS
0E]HY 0 %o E 3]

e« E]  ](|NPr.19c
P E 8] ¢ }(3Z p A}opS]iv }(
E]Sp 0 A%O}E]JIVE]SH 0 }E Jvs E
*JUE e }( §Z}- %o E
J(( E v <X SZE}ukPzZ &

1(]

§ A&]SXU & ]v]
u} Ev § £S-U |V
J(( Ev » E oS8
luupv o viGEuU-U
E o]P]}pe] }o}P
P IPE %ZCX

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ

/I"dzZ/ hd/KE

39

E % Ee}v
§ZE}UPZ

—_



KEP v]I]JvP WE]V ]%0 -TW p]Jo JVvP % Ee}v o }vv 3§]}ve A]SZ : AleZ % E §] -
JA Y e % E(JEU VYV I % E 3] U }SZ JvE E% Ee}v o v E]JSH oU *Z % }u
YA } ¢ vP PJVvP Jv : Al*Z % E 8] * Z 0% pe pjo Jvv 8]}v 8} :pu JeuM
JA 3} A A 0}% % Ee}v 0 & *%}ve e v ul u V]VP }( : Al*Z % E §] M
Theme K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12
Pre-Text Beginning Intermediate Advanced
Developing Personal JIP.ZOa—u-}-V-§§E—§ JIP.20b A 0} %o * %o | JIP.20c E A JIp.20d &} EuUpo
connections to % ES] VCI'EA]g,Z&] Z}Z%Yo-czé]"/}“vﬁg)}(“] .%OGE]]?;%OG(E)]}} §CI]E}\§ A }E}ZIIJE?(Z%O(%](\I}FGE E%O()}E/ A
- ko ES] MO ; . i $ VE %y E+}Vv 0 # u v v
Interpersonal (Bein E Jv] & E5X | %E 3] +}A E SJUVSYE% E+}v 0 }E E]Sp o
Adam I’Chavero) and PV ES % E*}v|dwE& &] (}Joo}AJYP o}e
and Ritual (Bein ]PV](] v & P EGVP }(]vE E% E|S §]}ve
Adam I’'Makom) i Al+Z % & 8] <+ |¥E o 8 8} 13+ A 0}%u v§
Practices E]Su 0-X YA & S]u X
Developing JIP.21a D | %o @& | JIP.21b AE %0 Jve § JIP.21c ES] po ¢ JIP.21d he  (E
Communal }vv S]}v 8} %o | &®B|SpORE ES] po EUEVIMPO B o]P F]}IVS-HAYE] U }v %S.U v
Connections to E]Sp 0 }E JvS BRVEEB U O0E*}V 0 %o/ G]E BDe0o%e* ]S | § A£ASe S} A %0}E&E %}e*] O
% E S] X % }%0 ( o }vv |SE $}S]}veZ]% S} o EPRD vSe (}E SEZ
Interpersonal and ‘W Jeu v 8Z : AleZ : Alez ] VvS]3CE o Av v Ju%}ES v
Ritual Practices %o }%o 0 X }( % E « EAJVP ]V ]JA] p o
Example: /[« ~>]( }( v Juupv o : A]+z
c Alez WE 3] _ | I88]8CX
*§ v38]}vU }pus
Jvs v8]}v o0]S5CU | }pus
PE §]Sp U § X

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ

/I"dz/ hd/KE

40


Sheryl
Cross-Out
Engages in a particular Jewish practice


JIP.22a }vv §e JIP.22b %0 %0 0] o JIP.22c v 0Cl « E [ JIP.22d U%0 0
Po v (E}u & [ v (E}u E ]Jv§ ASAEIY S}%] » $448 &S v JvPe (E}u
%o @E 8] * 3} LPEEIVIVE|U%}E EC|+%6EIJWOOC E o |Aupd88|%0 JuE ¢ AlSZ]v
E% E] v X }Jvv 8¢ 3Z § v o/C&E - §¥] 0]3 & SUE Az v
Y4 A 0}%u vS }((JEU]JVP }%]v]}ve }us
% E+}v 0 o E 3] MEE v3 A}JEo E o0]3] X
Examples: d1 [ GE GExdmplesVdZ } o]P S| Ewargles: ' v & v}EUExample: Ju% E -°
Z CClu ve §Z A VIS 1% % E e+ $Z [3SJE VRSE }( % }%DZH} M,]olZ}s D §|v}s
v 5} ( 0 & <pu]E * ]JvS E% |Belljwe & }( }v [>[}vEUWr]wV SepPCj}S
A EC CU VISE}®R ¢35 }( E (MPule «SCU § X (E}UA SE V
Jus 8§Z uX §} CX D( E+Zw A E]Ju iAU
}Iv3 u%}E& EC SZ]vl E-
U Z o :}v SZ &Il ~
, 0 &E& SuyE [t}Eo0o W
Z E]JSC + :u+8]qe
: } » 8} suPP 3§
U} Ev %o%oCE} Z S} o |
) }C (QE o Zipe]vPX
JIP.23a AZ E « A JP.23b ¢ E] ¢ } et |JP23c/ VvE](] JIP.23d E %0} E -
1((] pos }ps (EFBED % E(JEU V| %JE EJFue08Z 8 }v(pMSSuAIFE EC
% E S] X u]SIA}sSX u} E&v ¢ ve] ]Jo]S] uv E+S v JvPe }( &E]JSp O
}u% EJvP §Z Iv%&ESS] SZ S v
83Z 8 PA E]- 3} # AEISUJEE o|A vs_ }E
V §Z Jv3 U%}®EELS 5 _ 3} A Dp}% v
}vs AESX pv E&e+S v JvP }(8Z 8
E]Sp oX
Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ /~dZ/ hd/KE 41



JIP.24a Z %0} &E IP.2db  « €] =« } i |JP2ac/ V] np.2ad EZ] 13
ulu v3e AZ v ]38 A3} 8Z % E(}EU V] 1P(E % v ]+ SA Ww%ZF+]3]}v 8} Z |E §Z
1((] pos 8} } 87 |0EPRIE-}v 0 ulls8Mdgxs v E V]E8EES3% | (E}u [|&-
§Z]vPX JUS % E §] V| $ZIES] yo & }vE| ES Az
]Jv 32 1E& }Av o]A|®@ V]VP }uE =« §Z § v
v P}§] & « §Z}« Al A e« "\]JEE|0o A v
1((E v «X JE Ajpd & X
JIP.25a U}VeS@E & |JIP.25b Z }PV]I e JIP25¢c (Vv e+ JIP.25d Ju%o C
AGV e }(5Z AIJE]ECYS %E 3] |- E(pps 5Z ] P M(E V » 3 %®& 5]
Y( % E 3] + 5Z $§U@0S]%0 o0 P]3]u|3A AuCe 3Vs [v AISZA v J(( E v
% E  v3 v $3Z | Bl 3] 'L JeuX| % ES]Juudo®}SE P IPE %Z] }uupv]s] U
SE [3]}vX J((E vV v E]§Bul® E]} U I E
Jvd E% Ee+}v 0 % E}ASY XS+U « E] JVP
§Z ( 3}E+ 3Z 3P A E]-
Example: ](( €& vS | Example: ] o}Pu -« Examples: ](( & vS§ §} §Z « J(( & v |*X
HeStue EZuw}3V] E % 35(pooC }uD :VREZ2P (}E % | ](]
%o JUE]VP ¢ 05 A|@e@Es 5] « v A o[l 032]¥P+ (}JE +Z| v 1]
]%0 % ]vP Jv ¢« 0SU GESS}SR ¢Ju]lo CE $}vv" %Z E ]
A Eepe & EJVPU (¢ Gp&s (EJu 87| JEIJAV]E] X
%] +}( E A|l@GepE+}v 0 %E &]| ¢ v
0 $83]vP A EC}v| A bp X
§Z ]E }AvX
Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ /~dZ/ hd/KE 42



KEP v]I]JvP WE]V ]%0 -iW A%E *+]JvP : A]eZ ] v3]5C SZE}UPZ % E 3]

JA YA v §]vE E% Ee}vo v EJSH 0 %E 5] ¢ ]v }JuE o]A M

tZz s E]8s E] }A pe 3} ul J*1}ve Yus AZ] Z : AleZ % E 3] < A
Theme K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12
Pre-Text Beginning Intermediate Advanced
Enacting Ritual JIP.30a /V]8] § ¢ % |JIP.30b AE%o0 Jve § |JIP30c u}ve3E JIP.30d  u}veSE
Practices % ES] ]% S]}v IV JVAZA v 8Z (U }u% S v v Ju% S v v
D]éiA}é Jv Ga]§u 0 % & 8] 4U( }5% J&S] po E |C }v(] v v 8Z }v(] v ]Jv]v E&| ¢]JvPoC

e Z}}o v 8§ Z}u X% E §] ]8]vP E% E(}E&u v }( (| Ju% o] § Y
S /ESe (J&E *p%o%o|} %o E(}EU (E]JSHU|[(*%}E ] 00C % E(}EuU
E]SH 0 % E 8] X

>[D l}u

Examples: E ]S]JvP #Z u Examples: > *¢]E| §| Examples: > & (]oo |Z
§ Slu U & 1Z}8 Zully E 18+ &C}v (+*8 CU o}A-
(J&E S]vP VIPZS I] peZU o | «Z}( EX

Juupv]s@E Moo Z

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ /~dZ/ hd/KE 43



JIP.31a }vv ¢ npP.31b / vE]( JIP.31c %0 %00] * @ |JIP.31d U%O0}Ce :
Jvd E% Ee<}v o u]JVAIE W IE-}v 0 u]3lABusZ 8§ }v(o] Z] o & P}E] ¢ ]v
% E+}v 0 3Z] o PUI]}V@XE+}v 0 % &Z 8] E]e ]Jv Z |[VIA 9BBIJYP % Ee}v o
v ]*1}v u IJvPiX8} o CE]J(C Vv u % % E} Z 8} 8Z] o o]A]v
J*1}ve AZ v ( Ad3Z}v Jvr %SZ |v 0Ce]s
Examples: /[u v}S P}]ERarSgless 0 § ¢ZrZ|S % E-e+}v o Jo uuy P uposS]%o & |Jv] S ASe
* C *}u SZ]JvP u NE -}v Z]v % E S]] - }( & P & JvP ]JvS % E-}v O
tus 0 **U S ¢JE M U E po U E C oV E o0 S]}veZ] %X
*Z}Ho V[S ©%sZ}vV %% 0CJVP & ]M] 8 %o }(
Z & /[u P}]vP 8} SoxuSE3$Z & 57 v Examples: Z U
(E] v AZ} u]ee |+*F%00C « C]JVP ~|[u *}EEC_V 1 | B]llpv }O u
§} C pHe A GEpue]vP E ]v] | A} zZ [ €&]C}o v|]vP
*U% %o} 5} Ale]s BZ &E+¥W JvPe }( 3Z V % E]}IE]S]IIVR Ju% S]v
t eZ}po u | ol % E]}E]SC }( P]JAJvP 81 | Z % E]V %0 o ~+ of S]VP
0}e3 v (}uv <} $ZAZ Au I]vP Te1bve }( JEP v]I 8]}ve 8} pU%o %0} E S
E SHUEV 0}*3 } i |%RZ} 3} P]JA ulv C e }v 3Z]E }vyv 3]}v
§} 8§Z] o }v %3 (}uUV
]Jv E ]Jv] o0]8 EG|SUE -
JIp.32a /v]8]¥—3 & | JIP32b /vE PE JIP.32c Wo ve (] np32d /v(opu v e ]
§1A18] » }vv §| %B}ES] po E : AJPIVERE GJE }( : ARJZ] @] PUE0S : Alez
: AleZ E]18pu 0 }JE JvE E% E+}v 0 %p@®& 3V3 ®% Ee}v (% E 3] }E JvS (E% E-+}v
JvS EB% E-+}v 0 % E]o¥] E}pusS]v X % E S] ¢ ]v JoCUEENE]Mero ]vS} | ]OC
% ]*1}v u IJvVPXE}usS]v X
Jp33a/ v3](] < P |JP33b AE%O0 Jve 3| JIP33c &£ U]\ np33d A 0}%
u} oe v USZ}E|PuY SHU u} o°U VR E}(( E Pp] Wu}lv 0cUbo% E} 2 S}
SUEvV é} (}J& Z 0% 153ZB H]S] - §} SUEWSE}@]6Por U v | E %o JAIMB }use] |Pu] v
v [¢ 0 AleZ %o E |SPUK }v [¢ : AleZ| E i S« $Z uU ZAn%o Wv]WPP Je]l}ve
% E S] X 8Z |E E +}V]VPX E P & JvP : A]leZ % E §]
Examples: : AleZ d AS+U
d Z EUW E vSeU Z ]

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ

/I"dzZ/ hd/KE

44


Sheryl
Cross-Out



JIP.34a E%O0}E ¢ |JIP34b }VSE] US o |JIP.34c fE %0 JVe ip34ad A 0}%
u} <« }( E&JSp o |l@o(]Joou vS }( E|SWWS}IEE]SH 0 JE % E*}V 0 %% E} Z S}
JvS % Ee+}v 0 %p®SSE%]WE*}Vv 0 B ®SSE% E+}v 0 %@ ER] po & E]JSp o }E
§Z o0 *+E}}uX Z}u X e }v 3§ E3uo |AIVSVE% E+*}v o % E 3] U
(}JE *p%o%}ES }(|SZ2°5 }v v v oCe]* }(
% E 3] X E Jv] & AES+X
Examples: }vS@E&] uS|€xdrhples: tZC Examples: § (]Joo ZU
% E % E 3]}v }("Zuupv]SC }E Jv |AX] RPGuU ~Z SU | «ZEpuSL
Jvve @ $ Z}u U |[@} g U }%3S J@&3SI | ZU «Z}u U
(ulJoC 81 1 Z E|SHE 0 § *% ](]| E}S W «Z 0O}u
% E 3]
JIP35a (E S - %0 | JIP.35b AE %o V JIP.35¢ %o S * E] JIP35d E § -
E]Sp o } i S IV(IEA]*SCVP E]SH 0[}®S E% E<*}v 0 B ®E]S] 08}v % E |S] +* (}CE
u} oe A 0}% WIWP E% E+}v 0 %@E (D 3 SZ A opl|* }vE]u%}E EC *]3u 5]}ve
E ]Jv] Pp] oJvieXe v E ]Jv] | 8Z % ES3] po E HE o XC o A y3e §Z §
§ EP & ]vP|S5Z § E PE}uv Jv U} o-
% E S] X (}pv Jv E ]v]
0]8 & SpE X
45

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &KZ

/I"dzZ/ hd/KE



William Davidson Graduate School of Jewish Education ib
. . ’
Legacy Heritage Instructional gg’, JTS

Leadership Institute

Pursuing Justice and Loving Kindness

AEpn v3e Aloo VP P A]SZ - EA [WISIS|VEE&E UU Jve% |E v
§Z ]E }uu]ld3u v3 8} Beip€sS] Z v ~ Ju%o *+]}veX

dZE}pPZ (} M- VP P uvs AlJ3Z E ]v] 8§ A8 §Z § }¢
Z 00 VP }JUE u} Ev ¢ ve] ]0]8] *U «3p vse AJoo A 0}%
Juupv o pv &S v JvP }( }HE } Oo]P S]}v e Zpu v JvPe (
}(C '} S8} plo AJEo (Jodl AlsZ «% )2 ] E Zu

:}eZHu , e Z o0 § ZAEGFPBPV Plve AlsZ }ve J}Uev oo SZ ¢
Je I }( @A eSv E u}l ] e SZ]e %oE]Vv %00 U VUESHE
E *%}ve] ]0]3C 3}A E 3Z A}Eo v v } o]P 8]}v 8} §X
« EA] Y (uv SZEIYPZ}us E ]v] 0]8 E SUE v Z

Vv
P v G S]}veX

NZIV]IVvP 2% }S0]PZS }v SZ S]Ju o P @E]oMY]Z Ho TEY\S ] %00 o ]
}( 0}AJVPrI]v v ee ~Z 0% ]VvP }8Z E+ Jv $BIJEIU}BIVSI}( v

S]E_} "ipeS] U ipeS] U C}lu *Z 00 %opEespn _ ~ E ee]JVP
Jv <p 0]8] * ]Jv }JUE A}Eo0 *U 3y v3e Aloo o Ev 37 § §Z
}J(o Ae v %E 3] «3Z 3§ Z vv o *]JE 3} E o]l 8Z -

Aloo p3]o]l }8Z 8Z % }*]3]A v v P 8]A u} oe]v E ]v
JvE Ev o]l §Z]e : A]+Z } o]P &]}v &} &U &} A 0}% ( o]v
}u% e*]}vU S} }v(E}vS ] <« }( E&]JPZS v ipesSU v 5§}

]Jv JA] p o 8]}ve u | ](( E v X &}oo}AJvP (8 & 8Z §
> AU §Z]e 8 v (E Z 00 VP « «3p v3e 3} 0 Ev 3§} E E
88 VE]JA v ¢ 8} 18 u}E 0 }u%o A]SC v SZEIUPZ §Z]° ¢
E S U}E }u%o **]}v 8§ Vv ipnesS o} ] SCX

Z &d K hD Ed EKd &Kz /~dZ/ hd/KE



WUEpu]vP :pue-s] v _>}AJVP <]v v .o

NS v (Ehrdgh the study of rabbinic literature, students will cultivate a commitment to the Jewish obligation to act with tzedek
(justice) and hesed (compassion).

WE uoWwW

Through a focused engagement with rabbinic texts that both speak to and challenge our modern sensibilities, students will develop
a personal and communal understanding of our obligation as human beings created in the image of God to build a world filled with
acts of tzedek and hesed. Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel teaches that “religion begins with a consciousness that something is asked
of us.” This standard embaodies this principle, nurturing a sense of responsibility toward the world and an obligation to act. This call
to action or service can be found throughout rabbinic literature and has nurtured Jewish life throughout the generations.

Shining a spotlight on the timeless rabbinic principles of gemilut hasadim - “acts of loving-kindness” (helping others in their moment
of need) - and “tzedek, tzedek tirdof” - “justice, justice, you shall pursue” (addressing systemic or structural inequalities in our
world), students will learn that the rabbis developed a rich set of laws and practices that channel a desire to realize these principles.
Students will utilize both the positive and negative models in rabbinic literature to internalize this Jewish obligation to act, to
develop feelings of empathy and compassion, to confront ideas of right and just, and to build an awareness that individual actions
make a difference. Following after the teachings of Rabbi Sarra Lev, this standard challenges students to learn to read rabbinic
literature with attentiveness to its moral complexity and through this process summon us to create a more compassionate and just
society.

DRAFT DOCUMENT NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION
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(IDWKZd Ed dadltthe Organizing Principles in this standard. Because of the nature of teaching and learning texts for
personal and world transformation, studying rabbinic literature through the lens of this standard requires an inherently non-linear
process. When studying through this lens, the self encounters texts, which inform the self, which inspire action, which brings us back
to a dialogue with texts, etc. Any unit of instruction based in this standard should include benchmarks from all three Organizing
Principles. Each of the Organizing Principles must be intertwined and cannot stand alone.)

d yd>uup d}& ZI ,}1z& aW]vP & ]Jv] S ASe }v ipesS]tZ ¥ Gu%beZee[FvX]|v] &E}}Se

%o WEsU]VP ipeS] Vv Ju% e¢]}vM ,}A } «+ E ]Jv] 0]3 E SpE (v v 1(( & v§]
V. }u% ec]}vM

Students will engage in close readings of rabbinic texts to uncover the concepts that underlie the Jewish obligation to act and

bring justice and compassion into the world. They will explore the values of hesed and tzedek found in rabbinic texts in order

to develop a deep understanding of rabbinic conceptions of a compassionate and just society.
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Through a close reading of rabbinic texts, students will cultivate the character traits and dispositions necessary to act with

compassion and justice. They will discover what motivates them to act. Developing their own understandings of hesed and

tzedek in today’s world, students will explore how to become their best selves and act with hesed and tzedek.
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Students will learn to answer the call to act with kindness and to work for social change that brings hesed and tzedek into our
world.
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Organizing Principle #1: Text - Limmud Torah/ Hokhmah: Examining rabbinic texts on justice and compassion

What are the rabbinic roots of pursuing justice and compaassion?

How does rabbinic literature define and differentiate between the two values of justice and compassion?

dZ u <ri Tri oré oril
WE rd A£S PlJvv]vP /v Eu ] § A v
d ASp o }vv éWVK Connects the W : > < JExtrapolates W : > < Explores rabbinic | W :> < )Compares

SA WD]3IA X
Z *%}ve] ]Jo]38C

term “mitzvah” to
responsibility and
obligation (and not as a
“good deed”).

specific responsibilities
from particular mitzvot or
texts.

texts for messages about
differing responsibilities.

/E U %o to horide and
outside communities; to
individuals and society at
large, “circles of
obligation”

rabbinic texts with
contrasting views about
obligation and
responsibility to others
and to society.

hv E+3§ vdlivPl

W : > < Points out acts of
tzedek in rabbinic stories.

AE U %oiesues\of
fairness & equity; lost
objects; division of
resources

W : > <’ldentifies and
explains key vocabulary
associated with tzedek in
rabbinic texts.

/E U %oice. eldvify that
tzedek does not equal
giving of tzedakah, but
that giving of money to
charity might, in some
cases, help bring tzedek
into the world

W : > < Compares the
concept of tzedek within
the TaNaKH to its
references in rabbinic
texts.

W : > < Analyzes the
development of the
concept of tzedek in
rabbinic texts, to its
understanding in responsa
literature and
contemporary Jewish
writing.
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W : > < Points out acts of
hesed in rabbinic stories.

/E U %o hakhhbsat
orchim, bikkur holim, etc.

W : > < JExplains key
vocabulary associated with
hesed in rabbinic texts.

W : > < Compares the
concept of hesed within
the TaNaKH to its
references in rabbinic
texts.

W : > < Analyzes the
development of the
concept of hesed in
rabbinic texts, to its
understanding in responsa
literature and
contemporary Jewish
writing.

W7 3 < Describes
different ways that people
act with hesed or tzedek in
rabbinic stories.

W : > <’ldentifies
multiple or competing
perspectives on an issue
related to hesed or tzedek
within a single text.

W : > < Compares
rabbinic perspectives,
including those that raise
challenging issues, from
multiple texts on a given
issue related to hesed or
tzedek.

AE U %o responksibility
for the those without
power, how to treat the
poor; how much tzedakah
to give

W : > < Grapples with
challenging texts which
offer perspectives that are
different from today’s
viewpoint.

/E U %o keepiig slaves,
negative attitudes towards
the deaf or mentally
impaired; who can be a
witness; status of women

W 5> </.0ffers an
explanation for why a
character acted with
hesed or tzedek.

W : > < Offers multiple
explanations for why a key
figure within a rabbinic
text acted (or did not act)
with hesed or tzedek.

W : > < Offers multiple
readings of a text to
develop a nuanced
understanding of its
potential messages, as
opposed to a simplistic
moral message.

W : > <’Practices
“reading with generosity”
in inferring possible
assumptions behind
rabbinics texts advocating
for a particular behavior in
a situation or particular
context.
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\W : > < Retells stories
where the rabbis describe
God as a role model for
acting with hesed or
tzedek in midrash.

W : > < Analyzes texts
that describe God as a role
model for acting with
hesed or tzedek in
midrash.

FE U %o Mah. af
atah...; rabbinic
understanding of God’s
visit at beginning of Vayera
as the source of bikkur
holim

W : > < Analyzes legal
texts that connect acts of
hesed or tzedek with ideas
about God.

W : > < Analyzes rabbinic
perspectives on the
sacredness of acting with
hesed or tzedek.
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Organizing Principle #2: Self - Binah: Developing the motivation to act.
How can rabbinic literature summon us to be our best selves?

How can becoming our best selves help us to act with hesed and tzedek?

dZ u <ri irf ord oril
WE rd £S Plvv]vP /v Gu ] & A v
Z E S E J*% }W]éj:}D@scribes W : > < Explains W : > < Identifies from W : > < Describes

qualities modeled by
figures in rabbinic
literature who are
pursuing hesed and tzedek.

AE U %o listenlitg,
compromising, sharing

dispositions that motivate
people to bring hesed and
tzedek into the world with
examples from rabbinic
texts.

A U %oseeingftzelem
Elohim in others and self

multiple text sources the
personal dispositions the
rabbis tried to foster in
order to develop the
desire to act on behalf of
others and the world.

AE U %o tYou'Were
slaves in Egypt”; “You
were strangers in a strange
land”

dispositions that need to
be balanced in order to
fulfill a particular
obligation of hesed and
tzedek.

A U %oanavie\and
gevura; din and rahamim

%O%OOQ]VP W (
ZE 3 E ]+%

E\N} ' <cParticipates in a
Ela £00 environment
hat models character

dispositions related to

acting with hesed and
tzedek.

/E U %o treating others
with kindness, taking
turns, expressing gratitude

W : > < Incorporates
actss of hesed and tzedek
into daily life.

W : > < ldentifies
moments in personal life
when dispositions of hesed
and tzedek were, or could
have been, applied.

/E U %0 empéthy,
persistence, values of
community and inclusion
during middle school years

W : > <’ldentifies real life
situations when it was
challenging to apply
dispositions of hesed and
tzedek.
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W& >(E Identifies
different ways to do hesed
and tzedek.

W : > < Explains a variety
of paths to pursuing hesed
and tzedek.

/E U %ogiving'¢lose to
home and giving across
the world; giving time;
giving money

W : > < Evaluates
different approaches to
pursuing a particular act of
hesed or tzedek.

/E U %0 Rambaim’s
rankings

W : > <JEvaluates
potential conflicting values
related to pursuing a
particular act of hesed or
tzedek.

/E U %o loalanéing
human dignity and efficacy

W : > < Demonstrates
pride when acting with
hesed or tzedek.

W : > < Articulates
personal reasons for
engaging in a particular act
of hesed or tzedek
encountered in a rabbinic
text.

W : > < Evaluates
multiple motivations
leading a person to engage
in a particular act of hesed
or tzedek.

/E U %osthedMor bar
mitzvah community
service requirement: why
have external requirement
for something ideally
internally motivated?

W : > < Analyzes the
relative role of religious
obligation (hiyyuv) in
personal or others’
decision to pursue a
particular act of hesed or
tzedek.

W : > < Shares times that
it is difficult to pursue
hesed or tzedek.

W : > < Reflectson a
particular situation when it
was personally difficult to
pursue an act of hesed or
tzedek found in a rabbinic
text.

W : > <'ldentifies and
explains the difficulties
that others might have in
pursuing hesed or tzedek
in a particular situation.

/E U %o exprédses
understanding of those
difficulties

W : > <’Develops and
shares personal insights
gained from analyzing
obstacles or consequences
to pursuing hesed or
tzedek.

U %oibl livédlonly
with generosity to the
outside world, what
impact could there be to
my family?; do | have a
personal leaning towards
either hesed or tzedek, and
why?
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W : > < Describes the
ways that our actions bring
hesed and tzedek to the
classroom.

/E U %oshariig use of
classroom supplies or toys

W : > <’Describes the
ways that personal acts
can bring hesed and tzedek
to individuals and to
society.

E U %0 ‘BWheat | give
away my toys, | help
others have something
they might have lacked”

W : > < Analyzes rabbinic
texts relevant to emergent
or contemporary issues.

/E U %o efugéés,
hunger, homelessness

W : > < Develops a
personal position on a
social issue, based on a
range of rabbinic
perspectives.
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Organizing Principle #3: Action - Ma’aseh: Answering the call to act

Where and when do | need to act?
How can rabbinic literature help me to be a better advocate for hesed and tzedek?

dZ u <ri irfi orod oril

WE rd £S Plvv]vP Ivd EGu | & A v
Z Jv] s} Vo) W c< ‘Matches names W : > <’ldentifies service | W : > < Explains the W : > < Explores the
v IV %8s Z or eoncepts to particular acts that can enact a importance of a particular | relationship between

§ID [ » Z

acts of hesed or tzedek.

A U %o malbidh arumim
for the value that leads us
to run a coat drive

particular named value or
concept related to hesed
or tzedek.

A U %o to do\bikkur
cholim, | can make a card
for a friend who is sick.

act of hesed or tzedek
based on personal
experience and rabbinic
texts.

obligation/responsibility
and choice in the pursuit
of hesed and tzedek.

/ v8](C]vP E

W : > < Uses rabbinic
stories about people in
need of kindness and
justice when noticing the
needs of others.

W : > < Develops
categories of people in
need of hesed or tzedek
based on reading of
rabbinic texts.

W : > < Utilizes multiple
rabbinic texts to establish
categories of individual or
communal needs.

W : > < XExplores the
interconnectedness of
multiple needs between
person, family and/or
community based on an
analysis of multiple
rabbinic texts.

KvP}]vP

pvel

E S]}ve

W : > <lIdentifies specific
(doable) ways that they
are able to act to make a
difference in a
social/world issue based
on a rabbinic obligation of
pursuing acts of hesed or
tzedek.

AE U %owriting' to
representative, collecting
items for donation, etc.

W : > < Keeps the
rabbbinic concepts of
human dignity at the
forefront of planning
hesed or tzedek activities.

W : > < Draws on
rabbinic texts to manage
and respond to the finite
nature of personal,
financial and time
resources.
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W : > < Suggests and
performs (with adult
assistance) acts of hesed
or tzedek in response to
situations in stories or real
life.

/E U %o treating others
with kindness, making
sandwiches for food bank;
decorating cards for a
hospital

W : > <Initiates acts of
hesed or tzedek within
classroom or school
community.

W : > < Participates with
other organizations in
hesed or tzedek activities.

W : > < .Organizes others
in working on a hesed or
tzedek project.

W : > < Describes what
was hard when pursuing a
particular act of hesed or
tzedek.

W : > <’ldentifies the
challenges in pursuing
rabbinic obligations of
hesed or tzedek during a
particular social action
project.

W : > < Establishes
personal criteria for
selecting a project based
on considerations gleaned
from rabbinic texts.

/E U %o meedS)impact,
rabbinic values,
practicality, personality,
etc.

W : > <’ Develops a social
action project rooted in
rabbinic concepts and
texts.

W : & Klldentifies what
has improved after the
performance of an act of
hesed or tzedek.

W : > <’Describes the
feelings/experiences after
performing an act of hesed
or tzedek.

W : > < Evaluates
challenges and successes
of a particular act of hesed
or tzedek.

W : > <’ Prioritizes
opportunities in personal
schedule for acts of hesed
or tzedek.
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(SL = Service Learning which was the Original Standard Title; the following benchmarks are connected to the skills and knowledge

students need to effectively participate in and lead service/social action projects, but do not directly emerge from the study of rabbinic

literature.)

6/ (YDOXDWHYV DUHDV RI QHHG LQ RUGHU WR FKRRVH D VFKRRO RU ORFDO VHUYLFH OF

6/ (YDOXDWHYVY SRWHQWLDO LPSDFW RI DVVLVWDQFH RQ D JURXS RU LQGLYLGXDO LQ Q
LPSOHPHQW

6/ 5HVHDUFKHV ORFDO -HZLVK JHQHUDO VHUYLFH RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQG VHOHFWYV D SD
6/ &UHDWHYV DQG LPSOHPHQWY D SODQ WR DGGUHVYV D FRQWHPSRUDU\ RU HPHUJHQW
6/ (YDOXDWHYV GLITHUHQW RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQG WKHLU HIITHFWLYHQHVYV DJDLQVW WKF
6/ (IMTHFWLYHO\ H[SODLQV WKH SRWHQWLDO LPSDFW RI RXU DVVLVWDQFH RQ D JURXS F

6/ ,GHQWLILHVY QHHGV IRU VSHFLILF -HZLVK VNLOOV WKDW WKH\ FDQ SURYLGH
([DPSOHMJLOODK UHDGLQJ IRU -HZLVK VHQLRUV +HEUHZ VLQJLQJ IRU DSDUWPHQW UHVL

6/ $FTXLUHV SDUWLFXODU -HZLVK ULWXDO VNLOOV LQ RUGHU WR IXOILOO D VSHFLILF
6/ '"HYHORSV D GHWDLOHG SODQ hBsdd 05 VRKIRIR® U WHRAAWIDGIDR/XEB VSHFLILF LGHQWLILHC

6/ 30DQV D FDPSDLJQ WR DGGUHVV DQ LVVXH WKURXJK DGYRFDF\ UDLVLQJ DZDUHQHY\
RUJDQL]DWLRQV HQJDJLQJ RQ RQH SDUWLFXODU LVVXH

6/ ,PSOHPHQWYV Dh@sddQxaULRMBRKWO SRVVLEO\ WLHG LQWR %DU %DW OLW]YDK SURMHFW
6/ '"HYHORSV D OLVW RI VWUDWHILHV IRU IXQGUDLVLQJ WR VXSSRUW D FRPPXQLW\ VH
6/ ,GHQWLILHVY D OHVVRQ OHDUQHG DERXW VHOI RU RWKHUVY EDVHG RQ VHUYLFH H[SH!
6/ '"HOHJDWHV UHVSRQVLELOLW\ ZKHQ RUJDQL]LQJ D FRPPXQLW\ VHUYLFH SURMHFW

DRAFT DOCUMENT NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION



6/ 5HIOHFWYVY RQ DQG DVVHVAesed B/KRIMHHFMFR QY RRXWKHOI DQG RWKHUV E\ LGHQWLI\LQJ '
RI WKH SURMHFW LQ RUGHU WR LPSURYH VXEVHTXHQW SURMHFWYV

6/ $SSOLHV WKH LGHQWLILHG VXFFHVVHYVY DQG FKDOOHQJHYV RI D SURMHFW LQ RUGHU

6/ $VVHVVHV WKHdsedS®BRMRHIFW RQ WKHPVHOYHVLBAQWRWKRBBW LROQRU GHKWH WRFFHVVHYV
RI WKH SURMHFW EXW ZK\ LW PDWWHUV DQG KRZ LW KDV FKDQJHG WKHLU SHUVSHFWLY

6/ $QDO\]HV DQG UHIOHFWV XSRQ WKH UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ WH[WV VWXGLHG DQ
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William Davidson Graduate School of Jewish Education

Legacy Heritage Instructional $ i’*, JTS

Leadership Institute

Rabbinic Value Commitments

Students will discern the values expressed in rabbinic texts and will develop the
capacity to engage those values in meaningful dialogue.

Rabbinic texts are often implicit expressions or enactments of the ideals and value
commitments of the rabbis. For example, divergent value commitments are often the implicit
basis for the debates (machlokot) recorded throughout the Talmud. This standard offers
students the opportunity to learn to discern the implicit values at play, as the rabbis made
decisions regarding the creation of a Jewish society for their day and the future.

On the explicit level, the student of rabbinic texts encounters the rabbis’ rich ethical
vocabulary, terms like “pikuah nefesh” or “mipnei darkei shalom” that not only name a value
but that point to a complex tradition of ethical deliberation. Through a deep encounter with
rabbinic texts, the careful reader will explore a range of terms used to describe rabbinic value
commitments. These ideals reflect rabbinic worldviews and are at the foundation of Jewish
ethics, often underlying the rules and decisions regarding particular practices.

In addition, this standard offers students the opportunity to cultivate the dispositions necessary
to engage in an honest dialogue with rabbinic values. They will develop the internal capacity to
listen for and consider the values behind the texts and rulings even when an initial reading
pushes against contemporary values.

The successful acquisition of this ethical vocabulary serves as a powerful resource for ethical
living today. The terms and concepts developed by the rabbis are tools that students can use to
inform their own thinking as they move through the world and confront the ethical choices they
make as individuals and as part of a community. By acquiring a strong understanding of values
as they appear in rabbinic texts, students will be able to clearly, carefully and sensitively
navigate the complicated issues of today.
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. <DDQ@6<XI ]ZZ@ZI[jh

[i<[G<dikGI[jh qQYY GQhEIg[ jPI p<Yklh IrdglhhIG Q[ g<DDQ[QE jlIrjh <[G qQYY GlplY]c
Z1<[Q[ONKY GQ<Y]OKlIe

+gl<ZDYle

.<DDQ[QE jIrjh <gl INjI[ QZdYQEQj IrdglhhQ][h ]Jg I[<EjZI[jh I]N jPI QGI<Yh <[G p<YkIl E
GQplgOI[j p<Ykl E]ZZQjZI[jh <gl INjI[ jPI QZAYXEHY WIDEGH N |j&§ g PKOPIBRK|jIMI ¥<YZkGe OF
hj<[G<gG JNNIgh hjkGI[jh jPI ]dd]gjk[Qjs j] YI<g[ j] GQhEIg[ jPlI QZdYQEQj p<Yklh <j dY
EgI<jQ][ IN < 1qgQhP h]JEQIjs N]Jg jPIQg G<s <[G jPI Nkjkgle

$[ jPI IrdYQEQj YIplYe jPI hjkGI[j IN g<DDQI[QE jIrjh I[E]k[jlgh JRIQXKXE® H'gN htPP 1jPQE
“ZQd[1Q G<gXI{PHPHYINZYs [<Z! < p<Ykl Dkj jP<j d]Q[j j] < E]ZdYIr jg<GQjQ][ IN IjPQE<"
ITE]k[jlg gQjP g<DDQ[QE jlrjhe jPI E<gINKY gl<GIlg qQYY IrdY]gl jPI gQEP IJPQE<Y p]E-=<
N]g g<DDQ[QE p<Ykl E]ZZQjZI[jhe OPlhl QGI<Yh gINYIEj g<DDQ[QE q]JgYGpQlgh <[G <¢
K[GIgYsQ[O jPI gkYIlh <[G GIEQhQ][h glO<gGQ[O d<gjQEkY<g dg<EjQEIlhe

[ <GGQjQ][+ jPQh hj<[G<gG ]JNNIgh hjkGI[jh jPI ]dd]gjk[Qjs j] EkYjQp<jl jPI GQhd]hQjQ
qQjP g<DDQ[QE p<Yklhe OPIs qQYY GlplY]d jPI Q[jlg[<Y E<d<EQjs j] YQhjI[ N]Jg <[G E]]
qPI[ <[ Q[QjQ<Y gI<GQ[O dkhPlh <O0<Q[hj E][j1Zd]g<gs p<Yklhs=

OPI hkEEIhhNKY <EfkQhQjQ][ IN jPQh IJPQE<Y p]E<DkY<gs hlgplh <h < d]JglgNKkY glh]kg
GlplY]dIG Ds jPI g<DDQh <gl j]l]Yh jP<j hjkGI[jh E<[ khl j] Q[N]JgZ jPIQg ]q[ jJPQ[XQ[O <
JPI IJPQE<Y EP]JQEIh jPIs Z<XIl <h Q[GQpQGk<Yh <[G <h d<gj JN < E]ZZk[Q]jss s <EfkQ
<ddl<g Q[ g<DDQJ[QE jlrjhe hjkGI[jh qQYY DI <DYI j] EYI<gYse E<gINkYYs <[G hI[hQjQp]
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$9g0<[QVvQ[O +gQ[EQdYlIhe

A« 1plY]dQ[O <[ I|JPQE<YPpRJE<®k)¥<gBE<jlO]gQlhe qlgGh <[G jlgZh jP<j <gl Q[jlOg<Y j]
GIEQhQ][YZ<XQ[O <[G jP<j Irdglhh jPIQg E]ZZQjZI[jh«
/likGI[jh qQYY <EfkQgl < [K<[EIG k[GIghj<[GQ[O IN jPI jlgZh <[G E][EIdjh jP<] Q[N]
qQjP jP]1hl E][ElIdjh <j Q[EgI<hQ[O YIplYh N h]dPQhjQE<jQ][*

A«.1<GQ[O g<DDQ[QE jIrjh N]g QZdYDQAG&] pxiY kP E}ZZQ|ZI{MhYs <D]kj« 7P<j QGl<Yh <[G
E]ZZQjZI[jh GgQpl d<gjQEkY<g d]hQjQ][h«
/ikGI[jh gqQYY GlplY]d jPl hXQYYh j] gl<G jirjh <[G k[E]plg jPl g<DDQh’ k[hj<jIG p<
Z]jQp<jQ]J[h DIPQ[G jPI p<gQ]kh a¥AQMI[[h PIYG|QRAQI[k DIPQ[G d<gjQEkY<g hj<j!
g<DDQ[QE GQhEKhhQ][* /jkGI[jh qQYY GlplY]d jPl E<d<EQjs j] Q[NIg jPI p<Ykl E]z

A [O<OQ[O Q[ GQ<Y]OkI gQjP g<DBPQfQE] p<NKX IEFZIZRJZIQO] N<ZQYQ<g« 7Ps glkYG
jPQh<«< ]Jg ZQOPj jQZI <[G dY<EI P<pl Q[NYKI[EIG jPI GIEQhQ][h <[G ]dQ[Q][h N]k[
0] jgkYs I[O<OIl g<DDQ[QE p<Ykl E]ZzZzQjzZI[jh Q[ ZI<[Q[ONkKY GQ<Y]OKkle hjkGI[jh gC
gl]gYG Q[ ]gGlg j] DkQYG < Z<jkgl <[G [k<[EIG K[GIghj<[GQ[O IN jPI hj<jlZI[jhe gkY
QZd]gj<[j O]<Y Plgl Qh N]g hjkGI[jh j] GlplY]d jPI <DQYQjs j] I[E]k[jlg <[G hlgQ]kh
J] E]JINYQE]) ¥]g <Ejk<YYs G] E][NYQEj, qQjP E][jlZd]g<gs p<Yklhe

A+ ddYsQ[O g<DDQ[QE p<Ykl E]ZZQZIkh JJPj bQPKXQQQP[h jirjh EJ[jgQDkjl j] EJ[jIZd]g
E][plgh<jQ][h <g]k[G p<Yklh< 7P<j qlkYG Qj Y]IX YQXI N]g ZI j] j<XI < d<gjQEKY<g
/ikGI[jh qQYY IrdY]gl jPl QZdYQE<jQ][h N]g dg<EjQEI DIPQ[G jPI g<DDQh’ k[Glghj:
DgQ[O jP<j k[GIlghj<[GQ[O j] DI<g ][ E][jlZd]g<gs hQjk<jQ][h-

0 $ 1! "0"$0 $. /0. 109"



| [ BPZ <gih
$g0<[QVQ[O +gQ[EQdY!I %A+ IplY]dQ[O <[ IJPQE<Y p]E<DkY<gs

7P<j <gl jPI E<jlO]gQlhe g]JgGh <[G jlgZh khIG j] Irdglhh g<DDQ[QE p<

OPIZI Y A AY £ CVYE EYAA
+glYOIrj IOQ[[Q[O [(19Z1GQ<jlI Gp<[EIG
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Voices in Conversation

Standard:
Students will understand rabbinic literature as multi-vocal and interpretive and will cultivate their own place within the tradition of
Torah shebe’al peh and its community of interpreters.

VIC Preamble:

Rabbinic texts are the central building blocks of the dynamic and multivocal Jewish interpretive tradition of Torah she-be’al peh.
Through this standard, students will understand that the tradition of Torah shebe’al peh is built through the distinctive interpretive
practices and forms of rabbinic literature. Rabbinic literature is interpretive and intertextual. It is characterized by a multiplicity of
interpretive and argumentative voices that stand in dialogue with one another and with earlier biblical and rabbinic texts in a never-
ending interpretive chain. By immersing themselves in the study of rabbinic texts, students will shape their own habits of inquiry and
discourse, express their own opinions in dialogue with rabbinic texts, and articulate how they may claim their own places in this
eternal Jewish conversation.

Organizing Principles:
1. Intertextuality - Every rabbinic text stands in dialogue with multiple texts across time and place.
2. Multiple Voices - Rabbinic texts often include more than one voice.
3. Rabbinic Discourse - Talmudic literature in particular is characterized by contrasting voices and argumentation.
4. Interpretation - As part of an ongoing process, rabbinic texts interpret earlier texts and then themselves give rise to further
interpretation.
5. d}E& Z «Z [- Torék shebe’al peh, the Jewish interpretation of the Torah broadly understood, has been and continues

to be an ongoing communal process in which Jewish readers participate through immersion in the study of rabbinic texts.
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Benchmarks
Organizing Principle #1 Intertextuality - Every rabbinic text stands in dialogue with multiple texts across time and place.

Theme

K-2
Pre-Text

3-5
Beginning

6-8
Intermediate

9-12
Advanced

Relationship Between
Biblical and Rabbinic
Texts and Among
Rabbinic Texts

VIC.10a Distinguishes
between a text from the
Torah and a midrashic
teaching.

VIC.10b Discusses the
relationship between

Tanakh and rabbinic texts.

VIC.10d Differentiates
between major works of
rabbinic literature.

Examples: Midrash
Rabbah; Mekhilta; Pesikta
de Rav Kahana, Mishna,
Tosefta, Talmud Bavli;
Shulchan Arukh, Responsa
Literature

VIC.10c Explains the
relationships between key
rabbinic works.

Development of
Major Biblical and
Rabbinic Sources

VIC.15a Recalls titles of
basic biblical and rabbinic
texts in historical order.

Examples: Torah, Neviim,
Ketuvim, Mishnah, Gemara

VIC.15b Discusses that
specific Jewish learning
and practices can be
traced back to texts from
different time periods.

VIC.15c Distinguishes
between the various
rabbinic commentaries on
a daf of Talmud.

VIC.15d Analyzes how one
commentary on a daf of
Talmud relates to another
commentary on the same
daf.
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voice or text.

VIC.11a Recognizes
examples where voices in
one text quote another

VIC.11b Recognizes
common terms that signal
a reference to another text
within a rabbinic passage.

VIC.11c Recognizes a
wider variety of terms that
signal a reference to
another text within a
rabbinic passage.

Examples: ,)220 120
,2ANAT ,INNIY L[N, NN
NN ,'AMNM N7 TINN

VIC.12a Identifies the
different structural
elements within a simple
rabbinic text.

Examples: case, biblical
quotes, questions, story,
etc.

VIC.12b Identifies the
different structural
elements within
increasingly
complicated/larger
segments of rabbinic text.

VIC.13a Identifies the
chronological layers within
a rabbinic text.

Examples: tannaitic vs.
amoraic statements

VIC.13b Describes the role
of the redactor in bringing
chronological layers into
dialogue in a particular
text.
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VIC.14a Identifies a
midrashic retelling of a
biblical story.

VIC.14b Compares
multiple versions of a
similar story as it is told in
different rabbinic texts.

VIC.14c Explains how a
midrashic story is built out
of biblical texts.

VIC.14d Identifies the
relationships between
parallel rabbinic stories.

VIC.16a Utilizes the cross-
reference tools on a page
of Talmud.

Examples: Torah Or, Ein
Mishpat Ner Mitzvah, etc.

VIC.16b Inquires into
parallel or relevant texts
using cross-reference tools
on a page of Talmud.

VIC.17a Uses technology
to search for relevant or
parallel texts.

Examples: Bar llan
Responsa Project
Database, Sefaria
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Organizing Principle #2
Theme

K-2
Pre-Text

3-5
Beginning

: Multiple Voices - Rabbinic texts often contain more than one voice.

6-8
Intermediate

9-12
Advanced

Multiple Voices

VIC.20a Retells aggadot
about key tannaitic
figures.

Examples: Akiva, Hillel

VIC.20b Identifies multiple
voices within a single text.

VIC.20c Connects the
multiple people or voices
and their opinions within a
simple rabbinic text.

Examples: Mishnah,
simple sugya

VIC.20d Utilizes textual
cues to differentiate
between tannaitic,
amoraic, and anonymous
voices in a talmudic sugya.

Examples: Shift from
Aramaic to Hebrew or the
reverse, structure,
technical terms.

Different Opinions/
Interpretations

VIC.21a Shares multiple
possible interpretations of
a rabbinic quote or
statement.

Examples: Al shlosha
devarim ha’olam omed

VIC.21b Creates a dialogue
between rabbinic
personalities based on a
conversation or debate
within a particular text.

Examples: Rabbi Akivah &
Rabbi Ishmael, Rabban
Gamliel & Rabbi Yehoshua

VIC.21c Explains distinct
opinions within the
Mishnah or a simple
rabbinic text.

VIC.21d Evaluates distinct
opinions within
increasingly complex
rabbinic texts.

Examples: Gemara,
Midrash, Aggadic
Literature
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VIC.21e Retells multiple
aggadot about a single
biblical character,
narrative, or halakhic
practice.

VIC.21f Explains a core
argument found in
rabbinic literature.

Examples: Beit Hillel and
Beit Shammai

VIC.21g Explains different
midrashic readings of a
particular biblical word,
phrase, pasuk, event or
character.

VIC.21h Utilizes textual
cues to distinguish
between different voices
in a midrashic text.

Examples: different
opinions in an anthology

VIC.22a Articulates the
pros and cons of having
multiple answers to a
single question.

VIC.22b Explains multiple
answers to a single
question provided within a
text.

VIC.22c Evaluates the
merits of the multiple
opinions presented on a
single topic or text.

VIC.22d Justifies the
multiple opinions
presented on a single topic
or text.

VIC.22e Articulates
opinions using prompts
about a biblical character,
narrative or halakhic
practice.

VIC.22f Summarizes the
various opinions that
appear within a particular
rabbinic text.

VIC.22g Justifies different
answers to the same
guestion raised in a
particular text.

VIC.22h Identifies a shift in
perspective within a single
commentary.
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VIC.23a Formulates an
answer to a question
about a text.

VIC.23b Formulates
multiple responses to a
question asked about a
rabbinic text.

VIC.23c Compares and
contrasts the different
responses of various
Rishonim to the same
question.

Examples: Rashi provides
definitions for difficult or
uncommon terms and/or
concepts, Tosafot gives
primacy to logic and larger
swath of consistency

VIC.24a Selects a preferred
answer among multiple
voices within a rabbinic
text and explains the
choice.

VIC.24b Infers the value
behind multiple answers
to a single question.

VIC.24c Infers the
motivation behind a
particular opinion.

VIC.24d Contextualizes the
various opinionson a
particular topic.
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Organizing Principle #3: Rabbinic Discourse - Talmudic literature in particular is characterized by contrasting voices and

argumentation.

Theme

K-2
Pre-Text

3-5
Beginning

6-8
Intermediate

9-12
Advanced

Identifying the
Argument

VIC.30a Explains the main
points in a disagreement
around an important topic
within a rabbinic text.

VIC.30b Identifies the
point/s of disagreement
within a single rabbinic
text.

VIC.30c Maps the flow of a
discussion or argument
within a particular sugya.

VIC.30d Analyzes how the
structure of the sugya is a
discussion or argument.

Understanding the
Argument

VIC.31a Explains reasons
that people argue.

VIC.31b Posits the
question/s that led to the
argument in a particular
rabbinic text.

VIC.31c Proposes the
motivation/s behind the
arguments forwarded in a
particular rabbinic text.

VIC.31d Challenges and
justifies the arguments
forwarded in a particular
rabbinic text.

Evaluating the
Minority/Majority
Opinions

VIC.32a Identifies the
majority and minority
opinions in a text.

VIC.32b Justifies minority
and majority opinions.

VIC.32c Suggests possible
motivation/s for the
preservation of minority or
rejected opinions in a
rabbinic text.

Evaluates
Preservation of
Minority and Majority
Opinions

VIC.33a Articulates the
value and purposes of
preserving a
minority/majority opinion
within a disagreement or
debate.

VIC.33b Posits why a
particular text does or
does not come to a
resolution.

VIC.33c Evaluates the pros
and cons to the lack of
final resolution or
definitive understanding of
many rabbinic texts.
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Organizing Principle #4: Interpretation - As part of an ongoing process, rabbinic texts interpret earlier texts and then themselves

give rise to further interpretation.

Theme

K-2
Pre-Text

3-5
Beginning

6-8
Intermediate

9-12
Advanced

Formulates Questions

VIC.40a Asks questions
about Torah stories or
laws.

VIC.40b Distinguishes
between an interpretive
guestion and a question of
fact or comprehension.

VIC.40c Formulates
interpretive questions on

biblical and rabbinic texts.

VIC.40d Differentiates
between various levels
and types of interpretive
questions.

Infers and Anticipates
Questions and
Suggests Answers

VIC.41a Explains that
interpretive questions can
have more than one
answer.

VIC.41b Predicts
interpretive questions that
might be asked about a
particular biblical or
rabbinic text.

VIC.41c Infers the implicit
question/s a midrash
aggadah or midrash
halakhah might be
answering.

VIC.41d Raises multiple
guestions about a text and
provides multiple answers
to the questions raised.

Identifies the Textual
Basis for Rabbinic
Interpretations

VIC.42a Identifies
ambiguities, gaps or
problems in the biblical
text.

VIC.42b Explains the
ambiguities, gaps or
problems in a rabbinic
text.

VIC.42c Identifies the
textual problem or issues
addressed in a rabbinic
interpretation or
explanation.

Examples: the gap
employed by a midrash to
forward an interpretation
oridea.
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VIC.43a Differentiates
between midrash and
biblical text.

VIC.43b Explains what a
rabbinic midrash adds to
or changes in the
understanding of a biblical
text.

VIC.43c Compares and
contrasts multiple
interpretations of a biblical
text.

VIC.43d Posits the
relationship between the
social/historical context
and textual
interpretations.

VIC.44a Compares and
contrasts two parallel
biblical narratives.

VIC.44b Traces the
development of a biblical
character, verse, term, or
motif in the bible.

VIC.44c Identifies Rabbinic
contexts where the
meaning of Biblical words
or phrases are altered.

Examples: (in legal texts)
v’shamru b’nei yisrael. Its
version in the biblical text,
vs. what it means in a
Rabbinic text.

VIC.44d Traces a biblical
pasuk, motif, or narrative
through multiple rabbinic
interpretations.

VIC.45a Articulates that
there can be more than
one interpretation of a
verse, narrative, idea.

VIC.45b Explains why
there are multiple
interpretations to a verse,
narrative or concept.

VIC.45c Compares and
contrasts multiple
interpretations of a
rabbinic text.

VIC.45d Infers the variety
of possible assumptions,
motivations and/or values
behind a specific
interpretation.

VIC.46a Suggests the
meaning or interpretations
of specific words in
Rabbinic texts.

Examples: Pirkei Avot. use
of word gibor

VIC.46b Identifies the use
of biblical verses to
support or prove a stated
opinion.

VIC.46c Differentiates
between the use of the
biblical verse in a rabbinic
text (sugya, midrash, etc.)
and the verse’s meaning in
the biblical context.

VIC.46d Distinguishes
between pshat and drash
(midrash halakhah and
aggadah) interpretations
of a biblical text.
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VIC.47a Summarizes the
main message of a
rabbinic commentary.

VIC.47b Offers multiple
potential meanings for a
given word, phrase, idea,
or text based on
interpretations offered in a
rabbinic commentary.

VIC.47c |dentifies the issue
in the text to which a
commentator responds.

Examples: Is Rashi
providing a definition or
necessary background
information, offering a
sevara, serving as a
recorder/preserver of
midrashic traditions

VIC.47d Differentiates
between the various
interpretive approaches of
the talmudic
commentators.

VIC.48a Explains the
relationship between
Jewish learning and Jewish
history.

VIC.48b Recalls specific
time periods of Jewish
history as they relate to
text development.

VIC.48c Explores different
ways to account for a
rabbinic interpretation.

Examples: textual,
ideological, historical,
literary

VIC.48d Explains how the
various chronological
layers of a rabbinic text or
sugya are interpretive.

VIC.48e Evaluates the
strengths and weaknesses
of textual interpretations
based on a variety of
criteria.

Examples: textual,
meaning, precedent, etc.
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Organizing Principle #5: d} & Z <Z

[-d)%E Z +Z

[, thbe $éwigh interpretation of the Torah broadly understood, has

been and continues to be an ongoing communal process in which Jewish readers participate through immersion in the study of

rabbinic texts.
Theme

K-2
Pre-Text

3-5
Beginning

6-8
Intermediate

9-12
Advanced

Generates Multiple
Answers and
Interpretations

VIC.50a Offers two
different answers to the
same question.

VIC.50b Formulates
multiple possible
interpretations of a text.

VIC.50c Generates
multiple answers to a
single textual question
using textual evidence.

VIC.50d Justifies multiple
personal interpretations
that explain textual gaps
or ambiguities using
textual evidence for
support.

Developing
Dispositions:
Demonstrates
Perspective,
Openness, Humility
and Rethinking

VIC.51a Demonstrates
ability to engage in
perspective-taking.

VIC.51b Demonstrates
openness to the possibility
of the text having multiple
meanings.

VIC.51c Approaches the
act of interpreting sacred
texts with respect and
humility.

VIC.51d Embraces the
learning of rabbinic text as
an iterative process that
requires constant
rereading, rethinking and
renewed understanding.

Balancing Voicing and
Listening to
Interpretations (Text
or Person)

VIC.52a Seeks out others’
opinions about a text or
issue.

VIC.52b Summarizes the
opinion of others before
expressing a personal
opinion about a text.

VIC.52c Invites multiple
interpretive voices from
among one’s peers into
the learning process.

VIC.52d Evaluates the
strengths and weaknesses
of others’ interpretations
that emerge from the
close reading of the text.
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VIC.52e Articulates
personal interpretation of
a rabbinic story.

VIC.52f Advocates for a
particular interpretation of
the text (offered by
rabbinic/modern
commentator or peer)
using evidence from the
text.

VIC.52g Examines classic
commentary and/or
multiple voices within the
rabbinic text to serve as
models for how to engage
the ideas and
interpretations of others.

VIC.52h Justifies an
interpretation of text
based on historical and
social context.

VIC.53a Explains several
lessons found in a rabbinic
text or story.

VIC.53b Distinguishes
various points of view
implied by a rabbinic text.

VIC.53c Suggests
ambiguities in the text that
can be used to develop
multiple interpretations of
the text.

VIC.53d Analyzes texts in
ways that acknowledge
the fact that there are
voices that are not or are
rarely reflected in the text.

Examples: the voices of
women, of laypeople

VIC.54a Raises questions
about a rabbinic text.

Examples: What don’t we
know about this story?
What details are missing
about how to enact this
law?

VIC.54b Asks clarifying
guestions based on a close
reading of text.

VIC.54c Generates
interpretive questions
when looking at a text.

VIC.54d Asks questions or
raises difficulties that arise
when reading a rabbinic
text.

Examples: personal, social,
logic, Torah values, other
texts
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VIC.55a Responds to
specific rabbinic texts
using a personal
interpretation.

Examples: Makes
inferences about a text or
picture based on
evidence/clues in the text
or picture.

VIC.55b Justifies or
explains a personal
interpretation of a basic
rabbinic text.

VIC.55c Explains what is
motivating a personal
interpretation of a rabbinic
text.

VIC.55d Compares and
contrasts a personal
interpretation within the
history of Jewish
interpretation.

VIC.55e Explains a
personal interpretation of
a story.

VIC.55f Offers a personal
interpretation of a biblical
story using textual
support.

VIC.55g Defends a
personal interpretation of
the text with appropriate
evidence both from the
current textand a
different rabbinic text.

VIC.55h Offers a personal
interpretation based on
textual support drawing
from texts outside of the
text that is being
interpreted.

VIC.56a Speaks in the
“voice” of a character or
position within the text.

VIC.56b Formulates an
interpretation from the
perspective of a voice
within the text.

VIC.56¢ Creates a textual
interpretation utilizing the
tools and approaches
modeled in the text/s.

VIC.56d Defends the
perspective of a voice
within the text utilizing the
history and social context
of that voice.

VIC.57a Derives a personal
or communal lesson to be
taken from a rabbinic text.

VIC.57b Identifies
important contemporary
contexts in need of
response.

VIC.57c Connects rabbinic
texts, values and
discussions to
contemporary contexts
and issues.

VIC.57d Evaluates the
rabbinic texts, values and
conversations underlying
contemporary contexts
and issues.
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VIC.58a Summarizes and
explains another person’s
opinion.

VIC.58b Engages in a
focused “give and take”
conversation with a
partner using questions
and answers to develop a
shared understanding of a
rabbinic text.

VIC.58c Builds upon a
personal and a havruta’s
interpretations to co-
construct new
interpretations of the text.

VIC.58d Questions
havrutd’s interpretations
in order to clarify any
ambiguities and
understand the
assumptions and
motivations generating the
interpretation.

VIC.58e Respectfully
articulates agreement or
disagreement with
opinions expressed by
classmates and texts.

VIC.58f Asks clarifying
guestions of a partner’s
understanding of a text.

VIC.58g Responds to a
partner’s challenge or
question by clarifying or
adjusting one’s own ideas.

VIC.58h Appropriately
challenges a perspective
(voiced by a peer or the
text) based on textual
evidence.

VIC.59a Solicits questions
from classmates regarding
one’s own perspective.

VIC.59b Creates responses
to questions from
classmates using the text
or narrative as a source.

VIC.59c Offers a
compelling alternative idea
to the one proposed.

VIC.59d Reevaluates or
bolsters a personal
interpretation in light of
one’s havrutah’s
interpretation.
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