CHECKING FOR ALIGNMENT

ENGAGING SCENARIO 

The Jewish Federations of North America have commissioned a study of how Americans perform the ritual of lighting Hanukkah candles and from where family traditions are derived.  As a leading sociologist in the Jewish community, you have been hired to do the study.  Your job is to search the rabbinic text to derive the questions that will guide the survey and to survey selected families from your community and report your findings to the Federation.
	TASK
	Aligns with which to know’s/to do’s
(Indicate benchmark #)
	Aligns with which big ideas; essential questions

	Task 1: Create the Survey
Use the talmudic text from Shabbat 21b to create the questions for the survey - what are the questions that emerge from each section of the text?
Fill out the teacher provided chart for each text:
· Identify options for practice
· Rabbinic Figure/Period
· Rationale/Reasons
· Question for Survey
	
	

	Task 2: Interviews

Interview a member of your household and of two other households (family or friends).  Record their responses to each of the questions in the survey and bring the data to class.
	
	

	TASK
	Aligns with which to know’s/to do’s (Indicate benchmark #)
	Aligns with which big ideas; essential questions

	Task 3: Data Analysis

Code your data.  Review the survey responses.  Identify and label practices found in the talmudic texts we studied.  Identify and label practices that do not appear in the text we studied.

	
	

	Task 4: Echoes of the Past:  Write the Report

Include the bar graph that we generated, a narrative explanation of the data, and a presentation of the rationales that individuals that you interviewed provided to explain the origins of their practice and the rationale that they used to select it.  Be sure to note the names of rabbis associated with the teaching of the particular practice/s, and to point out any current practices that are not in line with rabbinic teachings.  Include  the following items in your report: 
· What echoes from the rabbis do you see in the answers from today? 

· What reasons for practice from the talmud were reflected in the survey results? 

· What reasons for practice did people report that we don’t hear in the rabbinic record?

· (Conclusion) Reflect on the idea that there is a proper way to perform a ritual or practice, and the idea that there can be multiple legitimate ways to do so.
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