CHECKING FOR ALIGNMENT

ENGAGING SCENARIO 
As a youth group madrich, your Regional Director has tasked you with developing an engaging siddur for 3rd – 5th graders.  
	TASK
	Aligns with which benchmarks:pp. A-H
(list with benchmark number)
	Aligns with which big ideas; essential questions

	Task 1:  PLANNING
You begin the project by reconstructing the choices that were in front of the rabbis when they were making decisions about our daily tefillot.  What were the choices in front of the rabbis?  What were the conflicting positions presented?  What values were behind each of the positions?  Before deciding which page of the siddur to select as a sample, you begin by organizing your thinking and understanding about the choices in front of you.  Be sure to include all the positions connected to the following:  
· Yotzer Or

· Ahavah Rabbah & Ahavat Olam

· Torah Blessings

Chart:
Statement/position/opinion from the text

Statement attribution (who is stating this particular position/opinion)

Cite and explain key terms and structural cues that led to your understanding of the position including when a statement is agreeing with or arguing against another opinion.

Values, questions, or assumptions behind the position
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	Task 2:  DEVELOP THE NUSACH
Your first siddur submission deadline is coming up!  You need to submit the nusach for one of the prayers as it will appear in your siddur.  Select one of the three prayers from your initial planning to develop.  

Remember that you can select one of the nuschaot from the opinions documented in the gemara, the nusach from today, a hybrid of the two, or your own original nusach based on the variant opinions found within the text and our classroom conversations.  Be creative and thoughtful.  

Once your nusach is complete, explain the decisions behind your pray in a vlog/blog post which will be posted on the synagogue website so that we can keep the community informed about the progress of this exciting project.   
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	Task 3:  SAMPLE PAGE

The pressure is on.  Your regional director is talking up the new youth siddur as a siddur that is  “filled with messages that speak to today’s youth.”  The director is describing it as a siddur that will “inspire children every day as they begin tefillot,” explaining that it speaks to their lives.  In the press release the director is quoted as saying, “Our new siddur will be a vehicle to help our youth find and express joy as well as to think about the important questions in their lives.”  Create a sample page that you think will help fulfill your director’s promises for this siddur.  Using the nusach of the prayer that you developed in task 2, design a page that will demonstrate the power of this siddur to inspire, noting the rabbis’ ideas about the prayer, contemporary ideas and a way to bring in the voices of the youth group members.  
The interactive siddur page should include:
· Visually appealing page that includes prayer, commentaries and interactive questions
· Clear directions to the reader specifying when the prayer is recited and why
· Brief commentaries explaining:  

1. Values and motivations behind the rabbis’ ideas about this prayer

2. Rashi’s ideas about this prayer

3. Importance of this prayer to you

· Three engaging discussion questions that can help connect the lives of the students to the ideas and questions raised by the rabbis
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	TASK 4:  COVER LETTER
You are finally ready to submit your sample page of the siddur.  Write a cover letter to your regional director reflecting on the process of developing the page.  Explain why you made your selections regarding what to include and what to leave out and be sure to describe the role rabbinic and modern day authority played in your decisions.  
· How did you choose the particular nusach for your selected prayer?  What was hard about deciding?  

· How were the values raised by the rabbis similar or different to the values you initially thought you would bring into these decisions?  

· Which questions and possible motivations  raised by the rabbis address concerns of your youth group members?   

· What principles of authority, tradition and responsibility to your youth group members did you consider as you made your choices?   Defend your choice of nusach explaining where your siddur is in line with the thinking and opinions of the rabbis, and where your siddur is in conflict or going against the established nusach.

· Predict the impact your choices for the model siddur page will have on your group’s tefillot and why. 
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	TASK 5:  PUBLIC REACTION
Your siddur is being used in youth group tefillot in synagogues across the country!  Not surprisingly, the reviews have been mixed from local synagogue rabbis.  Twitter is alive with a heated debate.  Some have tweeted out applause for the decisions you made, and some have expressed grave concern.  Write three tweets representing those rabbis who are questioning your selections including the concerns they have for the impact of these decisions both on Jewish tradition and on the youth in their synagogues.    
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